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L _ AND 
RECOVERY; 
j In three Sermons#- | 


Rl >\ The Firſt Preached at St. Michaels in Co- 
' | © MW ventry, upon the 14th day of December in 
the morning, being the Lecture day; | 


A 
| I | And the two other Preached the Lords Day | - | 
JH] following, being the x$ch of the ſame inſtant; 


1: in the ſame Church, Anno Dow. 1670, | 
| By Thomas Alleſtree , M. A. Rector of 
Aſoow in the County of IVarrick, 


JX— 


— I was brought low, and be helped me, Pſal.x 16.6. | 
The Lord bath chaſtned me ſore ; but he bath not 
given me over unto Death, Plal, x18. 18, | 


'F Ne umbr2quidem corporis,/{edum yivo as ſarto*® 
be corpore dignus eft, quiſquiglque aded Scoicus 
by eſt factus, ut vitam ac ſanutatem corporis, - qui 

| utraque ad gloriam Dei uti = non ſentiat 

| donum efle diving munificeMi#, ſed ſuſque de- | 
F que faciat, five {anus ſtr five zgrotet, vivatne vel 

vt moriatur.' ZAuſculus in Pfal, 102. 3, 4+ 


1. LONDON, 
3 | Printed for the Author, Arno Dom. 167%. þ 
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King rhe with the Aldernien ; 
his Brethren, and the reſt of the 
Inhabitants of the City of Coventry. 


The Author wiſheth continuance of health 
with increaſe of grace and peace, 


SIRS, 


Heſe three following Se ermons (though 
concerved elſewhere) were firſt brought 

- forth in your Ancient & Honourable City, 

. The ſubjett matter of themius ſeaſonable for | 
theſe ſickly times, Though you 7: your City, 
(as I am informed by * thoſe who have beſt *Mr #1 v2 
reaſon to know ) have beenthis laſt year as 1, hog _ 
healthful as at other times, (a mercy which your pres 

you can never be too thank-full for ) yet the £wng FE 
Towns and Villages about you, yeathe moſt | 

part of this Nation (T hope you are ſenfible 2 
of it) haue been ſorely viſited with ſick- 14 
meſs; TI therefore, at the importunity-of” 

ſome Friends, thought good to make theſe 

Notes publick, The Word preached « tos 

ſoon + forgotten, and reacheth but to few, t Vox diy © 

but Prented may be ſeen by many, and peru- biopenn 

ed at pleaſure. I hope theſe Sermons that ioripes. En 
found acceptance with many when Preagh- manckir, | $44 
ea, will, being Printed, find the like al | 
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! 2th the ſober Chriſtan, - You 
that bere preſented to the eye, which was d. + 
livered tothe ear 5 for 1 have made lit } + 
87 no alteration, onely. I have inſerted ſÞ 
wveral Latine Sentences, (which { did-not 

| mention in the Pulpit, partly becauſe 
od would avoid the ſuſpition of vair-glory; 

| and partly becauſe they would have taken 
zþ too much of that little time alotted, every: 
Sand of which we ſhould frugally improve: 
zo the profit of the hearer ) , You that unders: 
fland Latine, may read theſe Quitations tt, 
your better ſatisfattion : You that lik; © 
them not, becauſe you cannot underſtand; 
them, may over-look them, Theſe Sers. 
mons; like the Author,come forth in a plain. 
areſs: My deſire was not, with elegant. 
cadencies of words, to pleaſe ah itching. 

ear, but with plain Scripture-evidence, to | 
affect an honeſt heart: And ftrong-linesg 
could not reaſonably be expetted from one ſy. 
weak as I then was, being but lately reco-| 
wered of a grievous ſickneſs, Well, dear 
Friends, whatever they be, 1 humbly pres | ' 


ſent them to your acceptance, as a teſtimus|| 


ny of my thank fulneſs, and to ſew how || | 


ad.+* + A. 


willing 1 am ON HY | 
To ſerve your Souls |; 
Aſpow, March in what I may, - | 7 
27.1671 5 ofS 
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| Epaphzoditus's ſickneſs, 


I 
may bo 


- 


Firſt Sermon, 


PHIL: 2. 2/7, 


For indeed he was fick, nich unto 
q death, but Gid had mor on bum, -= 


. REIT; 1 Fa lipptans, to whom, St. 25h 
i ts 7z-%| Pirul wrote his Epiſtle, were . . "32: 
[i RE Inhabitants of Ph:lipps, which | 
' was a chief City of Macedonia, 
| and a Colome, Acts 16.12, 
| It was the Metropolis of that. be 
part of Macedonia, and a Ro- _ 
man Colome,Whoſe Inhabitants came from Rome . wv 
fo dwell there, veil. 21, ( * Colome ſunt gentes * Muſcis 
| ad terram aliquam hatutandum miſſaylaith Muf- if m 3 
þ culuy ). It was formerly called Crenida, 6xdxj5: ys 
4- xpiras, becauſe of the fruicful Founcains" that 
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...s Epaphzoditus's ſickneſs. * 

R——--- quod circa collew cu SOISOg it uber rind) 
Fontes promanarent.  Muſcul. i» Phil. x. v, :; 

* Ttinera- Some* ſay there were veins of Gold found Tlote 


+. rium toti- Þy ic. Philip King of Macedon, Father. of 


us facre,” y the Great dicint ar be= 
rears, Alexander the Great, cauſed i he ye - 


\ Þ.539. fore Chriſt, 354. to bereedified and enlarged, 


and then atter his own name called ic Ph;lsppos, 
or Philippi, ( Hanc Philippus Rex Macedonig' 
Muſcul.in Pranitiorem reddidit propter vicinosThraces, at 
Phil.1.1. ## nomints ſui memoriam Philippes vocauvit Mul- 
' © cul.), Ir wasenriched with many priviledges, 
much Gold found there : but it was not fo haps 
py in thar, as in Payls praying, who coming th!» 
ther wrought many Miracles, taught the Goſpel, 
and converted many to the Faith and Knows 
ledge of Chriſt, as you may read, Atts 16, 
See Dr. From * hence St. Paul wrote his ſecond- Epiſtle 


——2ropny to the Corinthians, and ſent it to Corinth by Tz. 


| ce in £8 and Luke, which was, faith an F Author, 
ko on 292 Datch miles, He wrote alſo this Epiſtle 
2 Epiſt. tothe Philippians from Rome, to the. Inhabitants 


Corimhi- of Philipp;, and ſent ir by the hands of Epa- 
ans. . - | _ | 
See T:i- phroditcs, which was, ſaith the ſame + Author, 
ner. Tot. 628 miles; and he reckons by common Dutch 
S. Scrip. miles, whereof four thouſand paces make a mile, 
44%  (p. 3.). Theoccafion of this Epiſtle was this, | 
The Philippians hearing rhat St. Paul, who had 
planted a Church among them, was impriſſed. 
at Rome, ſent Epapbroditas to viſit him, gand 
ſupply his wants : From whom the Apoſtle ha- 
ving received the teſtimony of their kindnels, 
and conſtancy, and wich-all hearing that falſe 
Apoſtles were crept in amongſt, them, who 
were enemies to the Croſs of *Chrift, and per= 
om "2" re 
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verted the Do&trine of the Golpel; he writes " 
back this le as a neceflary Antidote againſt 


( theſe Seducers, and as an *acknowledgment of 5h 
+ their favours ; for Chriſtianity doth: not, aboliſh ' Heming; 
pl civility and good manners. | * Czm ut futuro ood 2 
| | Priculo ocourrat tim ut ſuam erga Philippenſes gpift. ad 
2  ammi | nor declaret, banc ſeribit Epiſto- Phil. 
? i /am, Heming.], Pal in the front of this Epi- 
4. file joyns Timothy with him, becauſe as he had 
a formerly been at Philzpps with him, as you 
| read AZ, x6. fo he was now at Rome with 
? him, Phil. 2, 19, being his conſtant compani- 
T on and aſſiſtant, ''This Epiſtle he ſent back by 
7 the hands of Epapbroditzs, who was, 'as you 
F- may ſee verſ. 25, a faichful Miniſter of theGo- 
” | ſfpel, and their Meſſenger, that miniſtred to 
« his wants, bringing that which the Philippians 
X ſent to the ſupply of his neceſſities. | Perferens 
F ad ipſum que Pilippenſes muſerant, Heming, in 
q locum, ] The Apoſtle thoughr fic to ſend him 
" | back, having faithfully performed his Meſſage, 
; Epaphroditus himſelf was willing to return, as 
you may ſee verſ.26. for be longed after you all. 
*Enmody nv moles ung, the word fignifies a 
longing deſire, as impatient of delayes. Epa- 


Pphroditzs would: ſtay no longer from his People 
than he needs muſt ; he was detained by fick- 
neſs, or elſe he had ſooner returned, And he 
was full of beavineſs, becauſe that they had heard 
that be had been fick, He was not fo much 
troubled becauſe that he was ſick, as becauſe 
that they had heard of his fickneſs, : |*AdMnys- Zanchiue, 
av, ab &« privat. & Jip®,, qui pre triſtitia in Phil. 
animi populi frequentum fugit.] The word fig- * 36+ 

| A 4 nifics, 
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Jolitary, as men in excream ſorrow love 
to be alone: He was exceedingly diſquiered|to 
think what ſorrow the report of his ſickneſs 
brought to them. But, good God ! how are 
people otherwiſe afteRed in theſe ſinful times to- 
wards their faichfyl Miniſters, withing theny 
fick, and tranſported with joy to hear of cheir 
ſickneſs : So that it is matter of grief to may 
Miniſters jn their ficknels to think that others «\o 
inſult, and by their rejoycing, add affliction! |o 
affliction, -But the Philippians love tow as 
their faichful Paſtour was ſo great, thar they 
were even fick to hear of his ſickneſs nay, 
Epaphroditzs feared leſt this fad news Wn 
be their death, (Fruit anxiz animi propter Ph-- 
lippenſes ne niming triſtitia ——_— Muſcq ]. 
in locum.) He was grievouſly afraid leſt the 

ſhould wear away with over-much grief at 't xe 


ſad rydings of his ſickneſs, '* 


For zndeed, ſaith the Apoſtle in the words 
my Text, be was ſick nigh unto Death 5 but God 
had-mercy on bi, F l3 


141 
*-03-P 


In the words we have two parts. | ba 
I. Epaphroditcy's Sickneſs ; where obſerye, 
firſt, the Patient, Epaphroditus, he was fick, 


Secondly, The manner of his ſickneſs, it var 


very grievous, for he was 11gh unto Death. 

In the ſecond part we have Epaphroditus ni? 
Recoyery fet down 35 wherein obſerve, x, thi 
Phyſician, chat was God, 2, The cure wrought 
by him, he had mercy on him, ol 
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+ | Epaphzoditus”s fie 
love To begin with the firſt part, Epapbroditu 
dirofÞ was the Patient, and his Diſtemper very grie- 

neſs | yous, for he was fick, nigh unto death. 

are The Greek word n&tyys lignifies to be very 

'to. | weak and fick, even at deaths door, [to 3eyfo 

ery | 3nfirmis viribus ſum, languto, graviter agroto, 

wir Joh, 11. 3. do9gV6), binc dafeijs, ab a privat 

ny | & ol®- robur. Omnibus viribus deſtitute & 

clo i ram fibi tum alits prorſus inntills fient cadguer, 

| jo | Beza in Rom. F. At He had facrem cadavero- 

#s | ſaw, Death had taken poſſeſſion on this fick 

&y | mans countenance : He was grown fo weak 

Y, (and it was matter of gricf to them, - * Qu2d * Muſcut, 
Id 

j" 


80 8.1 / 
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4 n hy ” * —_ - " z 


Apoſtelo amplins ſubminiſtrare non poterat) that '") locum. 
he was a burden and not an help to the Apo- 

1. 8 KRle, Bur to ſhew yer further how near death 

e he was, the Apoſtle adds mapxnT1giov Ja!%rg. 

xc [Which ſome render w1cinus morts, fo Marly- 


+. || rat. And Muſculus who adds, Corripitur mor- 
fl bo tam gravs ut ad ipſas portas mortss uſque per- 
of | wemſſe videretur. Proxime mortem, Pilcator, 


od | Hemingius. Proxime ad mortem, Beza. ' Uſque 
j ad mortem, Tremel. Aquinas, Ohander, Eſti- 


# us, who adds, Lethals morbo laborabat ita ut 
* moriturum metuerem,| He was a Neighbour to 
a Death, ox neighbouring upon Death : He was 
ak 


. Phyfitian may }.* will ſay (Nou erat affuetus 
- mark 
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| -HJADINDDIC 
' ipr3 ilecque inter naviganduns contraxit corporis 


fui debibtatew, Muſcul. in loc;) 'that he was orea 


Hemgngin Sea-fick::| And indeed, as Hemingins obſeryy, (7... 
Phal.:.30- chat long journey by Sea might be an occaliyi Ny... 


of his lickne(s, and the Apoſtle ſeerns to infin;12 | , C 
ate as much, werſ, 30, Bur whac his partig4: 
lar Diſtemper was, we muſt be content to be "ay of t 
noraut, ſeeing the Holy Ghoſt doth not revRt Fe 

it, Comtenting my elf with what the TjF: - 
holds forth, that he was fick, yea, nigh nx. 

death ; I take up this Point of Dodtrine. - ?/), 


' DoGR. That the beſt of God's dear Servant; | j f 
whether Miniſters or others, miy be very (ick'y Þþ - 
Hinc li- 07 ſorely viſited with ſickneſs. | Epapbroditays P 
guer vet was a good Chriſtian as well as a good Miniſtet?, I} , 
i % 


ll Jandifi- ky , 
'8 —_ To Many are the affiitions of the —_ ſain Þ 
i <5 valeru- the Pſalmiſt; Pfal. 34. 19. Diſeaſes, amongi| Is 
dine. Bul- other afflictions, are the portion of God's deat+ ſe 
ung in eſt Children. Facob was fick, Gey, 48, 1. 8 N 
pe beble as Hezekiab, 2 King. 20, 3. So Fob was [mily| h 


ten with a ſore Boyl, from the crown of th; 
head to the ſole of the foot," Fob 2. 7, 8. HR 
; |  was(o loathſome a Creature none would com)! 
| * near him ; he was fain to be his own Chyruy | 
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"3 Bow ſelves, &c. 2 Cor, 3. 9, He means the 
orcat danger he was in by-reaſon of lis Adver. 
kin Yarics, or by reaſon of ſickneſs, or both :- Thus 
#5 [he was in deaths oft, 1, c, in deadly dangers, 
.* [| 2 Cor. 17, 23, So before this you read of 
uy fomc-1u rhgEhurch of Corznth that were chaſtned 
Af if the Lord by ſome violent ficknefs, that they 
+ | I might not be condemned with the World, 1 Cor, 
| 11-39,32. Timothy had but bad health,which 
7” | made the Apoſite to give him this advice, To 
+ ff drink no longer Water, but to wſe a little Wine 

| for his Stomachs ſake, and his often 1firmmies, 
WS 1 Tim.5.23- So we read of Trophimus the 
7 Epheſian, Paul's Diſciple and Companion in 
travels, Ads 20, 4. & 21. 29, leftof Paul art 
| * Miletums fick, 2 Tim. 4- 20, But we need * This 
not: light up a Candle at noon-day, and ſeek for _ 6. 
chat which 1s neicher hid nor loſt, This truth Mil 
is confirmed, or Propoſition verified, by daily A&.20.z7. 
experience. TI therefore paſs on to the Reaſons Was aCi=> 
of the Point, which may be taken from three Fg 
heads, | EE and Clot- 

thing. 


1, From their natural conſtitution. Nec Miles 
. Tis erat 


velle;e 


The Godly, though they be the Sons of God 2,1. 
by the grace of Adoption, yet they are the Martial. 
Sons of Adam by natural production : And as | 
the Wood breeds a Worm that eats it, the Gar. 
ment a Moth that frets it, and Fruit that which 
doth corrupt it, ſo natural bodies produce Diſ- 
eaſes to deſtroy them. The bodies of the beſt 
are carthly houſes, 2 Cor. 5. x, which moulder 
away of themſelyes, The Apoſtle calis the 
h S CLONES | body, 


beſt men, 4 vile body, be. 


© "body, even of the | 
-, _ "Calv: in caule. (Tot wiſerits obnoxium) ſubjeX amongſt 
_ Phil.3:21. other miferies,to ſickneſs and diſtempers; If 

the humours of the body be bur a lictle ſtirred, 

they turn to. che nutriment of a Diſeaſe : Ox 

very blood, ( as Dr. Taylor ſaith ) wherein our 

life dwells, ts the ſcene under which ature aft 

A many ſharp Feavers and beavy Sickyeſſes. Mas; 
og eld, r bo. wen, ({aith another * Divine) that for the preſence 
= LPet.2.24 re free from the [wo of Diſeaſes,yet bave theii 
P-.383, enennes in their bodies in divers parts of they. 
laid, as it were, in Gariſon, which may and wi; ' 

break, out upon them at a time they know nat. | |; 


2. From inherent corruption, 'F 


The beſt beſides original corruption, haye; 
many aCtual provocations, 1 Kizg.8,:4.6. Pſal,* 
A I9.12, Pſal. 143. 2. Prov. 20.9. Eccleſ, 7, 
Sa ' 20, 1 Fobn 1, 8. If we ſay we have no fin, me. 
# deceive our ſelves, and the truth 1s not 1n ui, 
2K  - If the beſt of us, faith he, hath no ſin, he: fins * 
> Devers 12 faying fo; for this is fn in the beſt, ( Nemo. 

eulte, lib, ſe fine delifto poteſt quamdias indumento. carnts ;\ 

6. C13. oxeratus eft. Lactant.)) Now finis the prouriogy 
caufe of ſickneſs, Had not fin entred into the'2 
/World,there had been no fickneſs. Had our firit;; 

' Parents continued in a ſtate of holineſs, they} | 

bad continued in a ſtate of healch and happineſs” . 
everlaſting ; but their eating the forbidden | 

fruit, brought Diſeaſes upon them and their ; 
poſterity, Ir is fin that brings all mankind, even, | 


the beft ta the Grave, Rom. 5.12, And no, | 
wonder if it caft chem upon a fick-bed. Sin! * 
is the Paxdora's Box that fillech the World with, | 

ann; 
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;onumerable diſcaſes and calamitics: Like ind- 
cher -Fonab it raiſerth ſtorms and zſtuations in 


the Body, as hedid in the Sea, (Fonab x. 4, 


7. compared) What ſaith David, Pfal. 31.19. 
My life ts ſpent with grief, and my years with 
fohing : My firength faileth, becauſe of mine 
iniquity, and my bones are conſumed. Ic was fin 
that weakned him, and brought (as it were) 


- his body into a'conſumption, So Pſal. 38, 3. 


There 1s no ſonudneſs 1n my fleſh,becauſe of thine 
anger, ( Agnoſceit morbz iſtins cauſam eſſe irans 
Des propter ſelera ſua in ſe accevſam, Muſcul. 
in loc.) ; zertber ts there any reſt in my bones, be- 
cauſe of my ſin. So veil. 5, My Wounds ſtink, 
and are corrupt ; becauſe of my fooliſhneſs. $9 
Plal, 39. 1x, God with rebukes doth corret 
man for iniquity» . Diſeaſes are properly the 
Rod of the Lord, and, the Rod for the fools 
back, feems to have beena Proverb amongſt the 
Jews, Prov, 10. 13. & 26, 3. Hence the 
Pſalmiſt allufively tells us, Pſal.107, 17. Foods 
becauſe of their tranſgreſſions, and becauſe of 
their iniquities are affiicted. The belt of men are 
no wiſer than they thould be; nay, they too ofc 
play the fool as David did, 2 Sam.24- 10. and 
no wonder if God chaſtiſe them with ſickneſs. 


3- And laſtly, From Divine Ordixation, 
x The. 3. 3. 


The Devil cannot ſmite us with fores or ſick- 
nefs without God's Commiſſion, or at leaſt 
without his Permiſſion, as you may {ce 1a the: 
calc of Fob, Fob 2. 6, Whatever may be the 
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ot or krerink _ of any affliticy | 
yer God hinfelf is the ſupream efficient ; - 346 
5.6, as Eliphaz ſaid, Afton comerh not forth 
of the duſt, neuber doth trouble ſpring out £ 
the ground, By this proverbial Speech, | he 
would have us look hikes than to ſecon 
cauſes, even to God himlelf as the Foo 
for fo. he is, Iſa.45. 7- lo Amos 3.6. Sbxt 
chire be evil in a City, and the Lord bath 6: 
done it ? It is not to be underftood of the (my Nl fic 
lum culpe, ſed pend) evil of fin, but of affliti's £ H 
on and puniſhment. God'then ſends fickns || th 
to his Children,or he is pleaſed to exerciſe thi a I] fo 
with ſickneſs and ſuch like afflitions for 80gd St 
ends; TI'le name two eſpecially, in 


{2 


I. For the purging out, of preventing of be 
fin, Pſal. x19, 67,71. ſo Ifa, 1.25. & s Ti 
27.9. ſo Heb. 12. 10,1x, God ends fickn 
as he ſent an Angel with a drawn Sword in his L 
hand to Balaam, Numb. 22. 32. to divert us' iſ #s 
from finful courles. God takes away corporal. i an 
to recover ſpiritual health ; he weakens thee #4) £ w! 
body, to weaken the body of fin 1n thee, 1 {el 
he caſt thee into a Feaver or burning Ague, it 1; 
to refine thee, and make thee a Veſſel. unto Hi! 
our, ſanitified, and meet for the Maſters ſe, 
and prepared unto every good work, as exprelli ' 
ons be 2 Tim. 2.21. | have ſomewhere rea 
how Baſil the Great, that holy Man, beinſ 
much troubled with the Head-ach, prayed't<" 
God to remove it, and was at length healed g6 
it, but afterwards he felt many bad motions anc. 


finfullufts ftirring in him; then he carnelin ey | | 


989 qpagayeeg 


"— 
— — 


hn 
- 


. "= tte FE 


TY 


-WP- DO 


SD 


ay. a hb — \. 
oo RS FÞ 2.5, 0 
—————_— mh 
by - 
Nay 


P1311) p Tr 5 S FHILEBEILLES, 
fired God to return to him the Head-ach again, 


rather than ſaffer the peace of his Soul to be 
diſquieted with thoſe luſts, So that you ſee bo= 
dily Pains and Diſcaſes are ſent by God to pre- 
vent or purge out ſin, But more particularly - 
God ſends ficknefs to prevent or purge out 
following {ins 3 to name a few. 
x. Pride- ] | 
See 2 Cor. 12. 7. Some by the Thorn in the 


fleſh underſtand ſome extream pain, as the 


Head-ach ; ſo Theophilaft. Some refer it to 


the Ilixca Paſſio, or Wind in the ſmall Guts ; $ee wer; 
lo Aquinas, Some tothe Gout or pain in the Leigh's _- 
Stomach, as Naztanzene and Baſil are faid to CR 'Y 
interpret ir. Theſe or the like bodily Diſtempers ,***- *** 


may be well compared to a Thorn in the fleſh, 4 
becauſe they are as painful to the body, as if a 
Thorn or Splinter was thruſt inco the fleſh, This 
Thorn was ſent to let out the wind of Pride ; 
Leſt, ſaich the Apoſtle, 7 ſhould be exalted 4- 
bove meaſure. Fob under his ſores and ſickneſs, 
and other afflictions that God exerciſed him 
with, confeſſed his vileneſs, and abhord him. 
{lf in Duſt and Aſhes, Fob 40, 4. & 42. 6. 
2. Worldly-mndedneſs. 
God ſends ficknefs to withdraw their heart 


and affeftions from things here below, and to 


cauſe them to mount up and aſpire more unto 
Heaven. The beſt are apt to fall in love with 
this wretched world, as Peter laid, Luke 9+ 33 
Maſter ,it is godlh for us to be bere, God in ficknels 
makes his ſervants willing to remove «: They ice 
Riches and Friends cannot eale them of their 


I pains, and therek@@they deſire to be gone, Phil, 
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ſalem,” where "0 Inbabitant ſhall ſay be f : 


3. Security. 


In health and coals the beſt are apt Y' 


forget God. As David faid, Pſal. 30. 6,3 
In bis proſperity, 1 ſhall never be moved ; L F 


- by thy favour thon haſt made my Mountain to, 


ſtand firong : but when God did hide hid face, 
and left Mh to the dangerous aſſaulcs-of his; 
Enemies, ' or fury of Tome ſickneſs, then hewas? 
troubled and cryed to the Lord, "and pleaded, 


_ with him in prayer, as you may read in thy 


following verſes, 8, 9, to, xx. When he calls? 
his people on their backs in a ſick-bed, then pf | 
cially they look upward. | 


4. Inſenſibleneſs of others ſufferings Ws | 


ſickoeſs. 
Moſt men are -inſenfible of the ſufferingswy”” 
others, like thoſe voluptuous Epicures, as if uys 


concerned in others mileries,they are not affeRtect1 


with their Brethrens calamities, Amos 6. 3, 4; 
6. Even the beſt are too too ſtoical herein, } 


' Vhilſtin Health, not ſufficiently ſenſible of the * 


miſeries that others lie under by reafon of ſicks ; 
neſs. Rut when God hath viſited us with ſicks; 
neſs, then we pity thoſe thar lie under the} 
fame or the like ſufferings. The Poet Y; "el. 
brings in Dido ſpeaking chus, 


Non ignara mals miſerts ſucatrrere Aiſer. (i 


ſh 


She being in miſery, did pitry thoſe that were | 
in miſery, David, whom God had much x&. 
oy, a—_ 


ALILL THF ns's Hr FESS,. 3 
erciſed wich ficknels, had learnt-t6 pity others; 
as youmay ſee Pſal, 35, 13,14, ' 
5. Wmnthankfalneſs. | | | 
+ We do. not, whilſt we are healchful and 
Fong, rightly prize health, nor are we duly 
thankful for ſo great a mercy, Carendo magis 
quam fruendoy, We know the worth of things 
belt by the want of them. As God threatned' 
to take away Corn, and Wine, and Oyl from 
Jadah, becauſe ſhe did not know, i. e, thank- 
fully acknowledge them to be Gods good Gifts, 
Hoſ. 2.8, 9. So God many times deprives his 
People of health, that they may learn to-prize 
itthe more, and to improve it more to his glo- 
ty when he ſends it again. TT os 
6. The fixth and laſt fin that fickneſs ſent 
-by God is a means to purge out or pre- 
vent, 1s, Forgerfulneſs of Death, 
Jeruſalem in proſperity remembred'not her Laſt 
end, Lam, 1.9. The beſt of usy mn times: of 
health, too too ſeldem think of Death, which 
made Moſes cry out, Deur.32. 29. O that they 
were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that they 
would conſider their latter end ! God therefore 
ſends ſickneſs, which is, : Anre-ambulo Mort, 
the fore-runner of Death ; to mind them chat 
the Kiug of Terrors is not far off : they at ſuch 
a tzme expect Death, and Took upon” 1t as that 


which will certainly come, Biſhop Andrews Abel Re- 
laid off 1n his ſickneſs, /t maſt come once, and divivu in 
why not bere x David in ſickneſs ſaw the vanity. iS ite, 


of Man 4n his beſt ſtate, Pſalm. 39. 5. Surely 
every man dt bus beſt ſtate is altogether vanity. 
Selah, And verſ; 2, he warblcs ir over agn 
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_ Selah. So Moſes under' God's a 18 
| Pſalm. 90. 7. ſaw the frailty of Man'! | 
lf. ws therefore prayed, verl. 12, So tedch!; 
ut to nnmber our dayes, that we may apply ono | 
hearts unto wiſdom, Thus you ſee God ſend 7 
fickneſs for the purging out or preventing of ſe; T 
veral fins in his People. | > 7 
T 


2. The other end that God hath in fuch paſt 
ſages of h's providence towards his Servants, is. 
for the tryal and exerciſe of their Graces, 1 Ws 

Afflition 3s ſent to try us, Pſal. 66, 10, x1, f © 
Fer. 9. 7. 1 Pet. 4. 12. Itis both the Touch, | P 
ſtone and Whet-ſtone of Grace. A Feayer, or. 
ſome ſuch like Diſtemper, is as a fiery Tryal to. 
try the truth of God's Graces in us, and to ſer | tl 
them awork ; in ſo much as the Apoſtle ſaith.” IL 
2 Cor: 12, 10, I take pleaſure in infirmities, — | "* 
for when 1 am weak, then am I ſirong. When, Þ * 
he was weak in Body, he was ſtrong in Grace\ ® 
But more particularly, God ſends fickneſs ro: | V 
try and exerciſe theſe following Graces, | 

i. Faith and Hope, (I ow them both roge-! | 
ther, for they are nigh of kin), 

The Apoſtle ſpeaks of God's ſuffering his Nl 
People to be 1» heavineſs through manifold ten n 
rations, that is aftlictions, for che _ of thery © 
Faith, as you may ſec 1 Pet. x. 6, 7, Job's ' 4 
Faith was ſeen-and fer awork under his ſuffersf; 7 
ings, Job 13: 15. Though be ſlay me, yet" "0 f 
will I truſt in.b1m, It is Faith indeed to eraſe, | fi 
11. that Ged;that leems to frown. So hope is 3 
ſcan and {et awork ina tempeſt, It is compared k 
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Y to. en Anchor, Heb, 6, 19. ' whoſe 
ſeen-in a ſtorm. 
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.2, Patrence.. $4 6s n, ; 

In times of affliction there is miatter for patss 
ence as well as faith tobe exerciſed abour, Rev. 
13.10, fo 2 Thefſ. 1.4. The Apoſtle faith; 
Tribulation worketh Patience, Rom.$. 3. He 
means, It occaſions the exerciſe of Patience. -- 
James 5-I1, Te bave heard of the Patience f 
Fob, faith Saint Fawes Ye. had not heard. fo 
much of his Patience, had it-not been for his. 
ſickneſs, and ſuch like afflitions which God : 
exerciſed him with. Sickneſs is 'the School of 


- Patience. . 


3, LovetoGod, , 9255 2}- rrce= 61 
Jer. 2, 2. 1 remember thee, (faich the Lord)- 
the kindneſs of thy youth, the love of thine eſpon\ 
ſals, when thow wenteſt after me in the Wilder-' 
neſs, in a Land that wai nat ſown, Ir 1s love: 


"F and kindneſs indeed to follow God in a Wilders 


neſs of temptations and tryals : to love himever . 
when we groan under ſad Diſtempers, and can 
feel nothing (as it were) but ſigns of his dif. 
leaſare.» The World is apt to think that Be-" 
— love God only for what they gain by his 
ſetvice, as though their love to God was purely 
mercinary z as the Devil ſaid, Doth Fob fear God 
for nought, &6, Job 1: 9, 10, ix, ſo Jobs, 
4, 5. The Devil ſaid, Skin for Skzn, yea; alt 


iN. that « man bath will be grue for bys life: but put' - 
forth thine band now, and tough-livs bane and bi 


ſh, «1d be will carſe thee rathy. fares Gods 
fe you read afterwards; ſufferedagh& Dev . 
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_ --Waſe/taok the Devils part, as 
The Devil handed over a temptation to him by: |; 


y 
z 


his Wife, hoping thereby to prevail with Fob as |+ 


nS'S HCRNELS. 
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you ſee verſ, 97! 


he'did by the Wife prevail with Adam, Gen. 3. |. 
6.” -But che Nevil could not, nor Fob's Wie * | 
(thar crooked'Rib, that croſs piece) to help him, |; 
cattle that good:Mau'to curſe his God :* See how |: 
ſharply he rebukes her for her'folly, verſ. x0. ||; 
Thox-ſpeakeſt as one of the fooliſh Women ſpeak- 


etb' What, ſhall we receive goud at the hand: of |. 
God, and: ſhall we riot receive evil? In all thi or | 
hitherto did not Fob' ſin with' bis lips. And 
though: we read afterwards of his curſing, the |! 


day of his birth, Chap. 3. and of other raſh 


we 5 0M 


ſpeeches proceeding from him, Chap. 6. and |\ 


ellewhere : Yet; his reſolution was, Not to let A| ; 
go bic integrity ſolong 4s be lived, Job 27. 5,6. |' 
Hexe'was a full proot of the ſincerity of his love |* 


toGbd, ahd ſtrength of his Chriſtian courage : | © 


For: if. thou faint in the day of adverſity, thy | þ 


frrength © ſmall, Prov, 24. 10. 
. 4+ And laſtly, Prayer. 


a: ” 
Þ——>>, Wo. — 


- Sickneſs ſets Prayer awork like trouble, Pſal. ; 


i8. 4, F, 6, Pſal. $88. per totnm, Pſal. IIG. {4 
33 4-: ſo Iſa. 26. x6. Lord, (faith the Prophet) |: 


13: trouble have they viſited thee : they poured 
ont. a prayer when thy chaſtening was upon them, 
When God vifts his People with fickneſs, of 


ſome: ſuch; like aflition, then eſpecially they [ 


vilic him with prayers. Prayers winch before | 
did but, as it were, drop out, now and'then a; * 
prayer, arc in time of: trouble frequently and. : 
fervently pucup unco God, Chriſt zz bs agevy, | 
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frajed mere earneſtly, Luke 32:44: 
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* night, ſhine brighteſt *midſt manifold afflic- 


ons, wt | | 
Let 'us now come to Uſe and Application, 

which through Gods bleffing,may be moſt profi- 

table, | | SET po 


I. Thjs confrderation. ſhanld be a Corlial 40 
comfort us in ſuckneſt, 


Ic ſhould make thee.and me patient .under 
fickneſs, when God is pleaſed to ſend it ; No- 
thing befals us, but what befals God's dearclt 
Servants. David, Job, Hezekiab, Panl, Epa- 
phrodutus, and others, (as you have heard) even 
the braveſt-fpirited, the wiſelt, . the holieſt 
have been ſorely vifxed*with ficknels. There as 
0 temptation . ( i. e. affliction;) batb taken gow 
Je Res (fo the word By arent 
1&) o7,a6.1t is rendred, common to May,» Cor, 
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=" PO. x3. Yen, tothe beſt of men, and being. 
thus ordinary, it may be the better cenqured, | * 


, Foe: 


tn loc, 


WE 


* Muſcul. 


Solamen miſerts ſecis balmſſe dolorss, 
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So then, as the Author to the Hebrews ſpeaks; by 
Seeing we are compaſſed about with ſo great a 


cloud of witneſſts; I add, with ſo many exam-«; |; 


ples of good men in ſickneſs, bens Let us run. 


with patience, Heb, 12, 1. 
to one that was condemned to the ſame *death.- 


As Phocion aid; } 


with him, Art thow not glad to fare as Phocion'; 
doth 2 So ſhall not we be glad,or ar leaſt he con. 
tent and patient under ſickneſs, ſecing we fare 


'no worſe than God's deareſ} Servants do. Nay,; . 
let us caſt our eyes abroad, and we ſhall find} 


many our betters by far in Grace far more af: 


flicted than our ſelves be with ficknels, 
\ licknels being neither ſo violent nor ſo permaz;- 
"nent as theirs, - Now ſhall not we be content to; 


Our * 


ſip of that bitter Cup which they drink ſo deeps [| 


ly. of > Epaphroditas's ſickneſs, befides the vio«.* 


lence thereof, was cloathed with this ſad: cir-' 


of 


cumſtance, that he was * Procul a ſuis remotms, 
' He was far from home1n a ſtrange place : Bur we. 
at home amongſt friends and acquaintance, who 


are at hand to give friendly viſits, and to mini+': 


1 


er to our necellities, 


2, This conſideration ſhould ftriky terrour \. 
znto the bearts of impemient wretches, 


-. Tf Gickneſs and pain be the condition of Gods |, 
dear Servants here, what will be the portion-of ' 


he 
a 
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- 7s II.) befall God's dear Servants for their.fin- 


Ged, (for they- are che Temples of ' the Holy- 
Ghoſt, x Cor, 3, 16.) andif judgment begin at 
8 firſt, what ſhall the end of them be that obey 


. Fob ſpeaks, Job 21, 7, And their Houſes are 
| ſafe from fear, neither ts the Rod of God upon 
them, verl. 9. Yet their end will. be ſad, ver. 
' .30.. The mickgd ts reſerved to the day of deſtru- 


. David it is uncertain) tumbled ar the proſperi- 


. other mens frequently are. So verl, 5, They 
WY : B 4 
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| . the wicked hereafter in theday'o ; heir viſitati-. 1" 0R 
| on? It they, who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation, J 


Heb, x,14., be in ſucha ſick condition that they 
know not what to do, which way to turn them 
for caſe ; how eaſeleſs and painful will their 
condition one day be, who are V7ſſels of wrath 
fitted to deſiruttion ? Rom, 9. 22, ſee 1 Pct. 4, 
17, Forthe time u come (it may be rendred, 374 6 ngs- - 
according to the Original, that it isthe ſeaſon) pg; oft 
that judgment begin at the Houſe of God ; ard ovay x7 { 
of at firſt begin at #9, what ſhall be the end of wg. 
them that obey vat the Goſpel of God ? Now in 
this life judgments (. e. chaſtiſements, Pſal. 


ful infirmities, whoare here called the-Howfe of 


not-the Goſpel z However for the preſent they 
live, become old, yea are wighty 1n power, as 


ton: They ſhall be brought forth to the day of 
wrath, So the Plalmiſt (whether eAſapb or 


ty of the wicked, Pſal-73. 2, 3- He ſaw they 
lived merrily here, and whea they died, they 
died without much pain, in their ſ{icknels; for, | 
faith he, werſ.- 4" There are no bonds, that 1s, See Dy 
no pangs 3x their death, q. d. Their death is not rar S 
cauſed by thoſe violent and painful aflaules, as ,. OY b 


are 
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FOI are not in trouble as other men, neither are they) | © 
plagued liks other men. This ſtumbled him," in 

as you may read afterwards, but at laſt he res }| + 

covers himſelf, having made His reſort to the' 

Sanctuary of God, werſ. 17. He learned our 

of his Word,” that God - governed all thing; 

wiſely, and had Judgmears-inftorefor them, 

as you may read verſ. 18, 19,20, God lift thery 


E: ; the higher, that their fall night be the greater. MN o 
—— T ollentr 11 altum «Mi is n 

Ut lapſm graviore ruant. Rv - 

| | 148 

So then though wicked men fleepſecurely in fin! V 

yet their damnation ſleepeth not, 2 Pet. 2. 3; 8 


When they ſay, Peace and ſafety, then ſudden di-g 
ftruttion cometh upon them, as travel mpon a Wo; P 
mn with Child, ( which comes ſuddenly, cer: T1 Jy; 
tainly, and painfully ) and they ſhall not eſcape]; ſ 
x Thel. 5. 3- The wicked ſhall be turned inte; ; 
Hell, Pal. 9. 17. Feſws Chriſt will come up. ? e 
on theſe with a vengeance, and they ſhall be pu-! J 
niſhed with everlaſting deftruttion, as you may \ 
read 2 Theff, x. 7, 8, 9. Tend this with thath. J 
of David, Plal.1r.5, 6. The Lord tryeth rhe. -Y 7 
Righteous ;, but the wicked, and him that loveth * £ 
violence, his ſoul hateth. Upon the wicked he” 1 
ſhall rain ſnarts, fire and brimſlone, and an har-/. f 
rible tempeſt : this ſhall be the portion of their | 
Cup. They ſhall be continually drinking the £Þ 
bitter cup of divine w_ There ſhall be no | 

| Lucida rntervalla, no reſpite, no breathing fits, * 
© (as the Righteous have here in their ſickneſs) but'?, 
I 
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intcemiffion or-mtgation, | I 
3+ This confideration ſhoatd keep mw from Uſe 3. F 
cenſuring- thoſe for the greateſt (inners, .X 
that are w this kind the greateſt ſuſfe- 
rers, 


Indeed we'live-in a cenforions Age, The 


World jadgeth thoſe moſt wicked, that are 


maſt afflifted ; weare apt to conclude,that God 
hates choſe moſt whom he viſits 'with- moſt 
ſickneſs, Thus the Barbarians dealt with Pan!, 
who ſeeing the venomous Beaſt hang'on his 
hand, ſaid among themſelves, No -donbt this 


Man ts a marierer, whom though be bath eſca- 
ped the Sea, yet vengeance ſn creth not to live, 
Ats28. 4, Thus David's Enemies, by the 


ſharpneſs and violence of his Diftemper, con- ; 
cluded God was become his Enemy, * Pſal.q 1. * Vertum 


8, - Fob's three Friends were to blame to accuſe Beltal 
Fobfor an Hypocrite, becauſe God had ſorely 


effuſam 
viſited him with fickneſs ; he calls them truly, {e218 
Forgers of lies, aud Phyſitians of no value, Job tur divi- | 
13.4. They forged lies both of God and Fob, ——_ = 
and like unskilfu} Phyſicians, applyed Corrafives — 
inſtead of Cordials, And clſewhere the: calls miſſum. 
them, Miſerable Comforters, Job 16.2. They Muſcul. 


. came as Comforters, freely offering themſelves, inlocum, 


he'ſfentnor for them, Job 2. xx, But they were 
pitiful ones in that ſence, that Fob calls them | 
Miſerable comforters, for by their cenſures and 
bitter. ſpeeches, inſtead of leſſening, they did 
Eucreale his burthen ; inſtead of caſing, So 

did 


5 arr 
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*- == did aggravate hisgrief. And God himſelf v as 
highly diſpleaſed with Bliphez, 'Bildgd, a i 
. Zophar, in as much as by their: perverſe diſp/. 
tings, and falſe reaſonings, they had wrong, | 
even God himſelf, Fob 42. 7, 8, 9, Let! 
then know that God's dear Children (as Ep 
-phroditus, a dear Servant of the Lord here did) 
may licunder great afflictions and dear affect. 
= Fob3L. 8. ons at the ſame time. Fob, even now ments 
and 2,3, oned, whom God boaſts of again and again'{is 
2 Nene-ſuch for piety, was ſmitten ( p1 17v2, 
Fob 2. 7.) with ſuch an angry hurning Boyl vs 
God plagued the LE gyprians. with, Exod.g, 
9, IO. and after threatned tp puniſh a rebel}; 
pus people with, Deut. 28, a7. If Fob hat 
- meaſured God's diſpleaſure . by the ſadneſs” af 
his Diſtemper, he might have concluded indeed; 
that God had hated him and caſt him off: but: 
upright Fob doubted not of God's favour undey/ 
his ſaddeſt eryals. We read of one Lazarm* 
the Brother of Mary and Martha, John 13: 
3, that was in his extream ſickneſs beloved .9*| 
Chriſt. And we read of another Lazar; 


death carried by Angels into Abrahams Boſom, 
verſ. 22, Let the words of the wiſe man ſhut? 


Luke 16. 20, who was poor and pitiful, lying» 
at the rich mans gate full of ſores, yet afrex © 


up this, Eccleſ. 9. 1, 2, — No man knewgth;* 
either love or batred by all that t before them :\* 
All things come alike to all : there is ong event tv 
the righteous and ta the wicked, &c, IP 
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ing immoderazely when Godly Friends de= 
part thu life, | 


Fhey are freed from thoſe ficknefles and pains 
which here they groaned under. Rey. 14, 13, 
Bleſſed are the dead which die inthe Loyd, — for 
they reſt from their labours, «&m may zoory 
from. pain and pains-taking, 'The World to 
them1s as </£gypt to the Iſraelites, 2 place of 
pains and ſorrow, Exod, 3. 7, When they die, 
God wipes qway all tears from their eyes. See 
Rev. 21. 4. There ſhall be no more death, ne- 
ther ſorrow nor erying ; neither ſhall there be any 
more pain ; for the former things (as fin, fick- 
neſs, &c,) are paſſed away. If the dead in 
the Lord could ſpeak, they would ſay to ſurvi- 
ving Friends that follow them to the Grave with 
ſoxrowful hearts, as Chriſt did to the Daugh- 
ters of Feruſalem, that followed him to his cru- 
cifixion ſorrowing, Luk, 23, 28. Weep not for 
me, but weep for your ſelves and for your chil- 
dren. Ye are in the Valley of Tears, toſs'd 
upon the Waves of a troubleſome World, ſub- 
je& as to fin ſo to fickneſs and ſorrow : But as 
for us, we are at the Haven of Eternal-reſt. 
Weep nat for us, but weep for your ſelves and 
your Children. Indeed did we bur ſeriouſly 
conſider the manifold miſeries that God's dear 


Servants are ſubje& unto whilſt in this World, 


we would give thanks rather then murmer, 
when God by death ſets them free, The 
Church in the Funerals of che Dead hath taughc 
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| Kore, 22,5, Of the ſame Body, (for fo believers are, Ephe 7 


Chi; 1s 78 


bearty thanks fr 


v#her (or Sifter}) ont if 'the weiſeries of this fi 
ful World. ot & : 4-1 


| gait Burfihly andafllly, (for T haſten); Th's 


' confideration me-thinks ſhonld put Chriſt « 

This God calls for, Rom. 12. 15. x Pet. 28, 
fee Heb. "x3. 3. Remember them that are j; 
bonds as bound with them; and-them which ſuffi; 


izang one with axother,” 


adverſitie, as being your ſelves alſo tn the Boy: 


In the Body, that is (ſay ſome) as Membet 


F- 23, 30. fo Col. 1.'x8.) they are woe, 
of Chriſt's Myftical and Spiricual Body + An: 
as the 'Apoftle ſpeaks, x Cor. 12, 25, 26,' TI, 
Members ſhould bave the ſame care one for any, 
ther 5 and if one Member ſuffer, all the Mens. 
bers ſuffer with it : So then 1f wetake it in this: 
fence, you are members of the ſame Body, and; 
therefore ought to ſympathize one with another”. 
Others. there arc thar by this expreſſron, bring | 
your ſelves aifo inthe body, underſtand tt thus, , 
as being'your ſclves living Creatures, 2Cor, 12.,\ 


' Dr. Fam- 2. Natures Frame not-being as yet Uiflolved, : 
awond Kb you arc in the faine fratF humane eftace, fabject/F 
'Eeb23.3-(o.of] thatbefalls aiy'man ; and therefore you). 


ſhould bedffccted towards them, as thewgh you i. 
perfonaBly axed im their {uſtermes. c 4, 


Do aot'then, Chviftians, Randas Stoicks or + 
Kocks, 'as- nncoucerned with others fickneffes *| 
and forrows : Put your felees Cagit wine } bm | 
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by 5 be as-pitiful to than, as you: would have 

ohtes bs to Fow if you wie in their caſe. 
You know not hgw ſoon fickneſs. may befall 
you, and fo you ſtandin like need of help. If 
you ſtay at home, ſickneſs may Real upon you : 
if £000 nr 000g 1c may purſue you, as it 
did Epaphroditus, who being far from home 
fell fick,. and his ſickneſs was grievous, farhe. 
was nigh unto death, : 
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Second Sernton, 


PHIL. 2. 27. Y 
—— but God had mercy on him, -- Io j 


F: bo. Dor Al N che laſt Lefure-day I mad? 
© BEA an entrance upon this Text , 
and we ſpoke to Epapbroditng; 
his ficknels 3 I ſhall this i 

(God willing) ſpeak of big: 
recovery , Which the Text; 

clearly holds forth unto us; © 

In which I obſerve two parts, which I intend ol 
proſecute as time ſhall give leave, 4 
I. . -— wguaied $ Phyſician, and that was; 


og Thee Ciire wrought by him, Had mercy 
#1 how, | We 
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have mercy upon ; "{C think' it hath deptndance 
upon the Hebrew Name of God, 'Elobins, be- 
cauſe it is the property. of God to ſhew mercy, - 


, Now inercy/in God may be thus defined ;, | 


eMiſericordia eft qua propenſus eſt Deus ad fut- 
currendum ſuts creaturts in aliqua miſeria confti= 
tutis, uſque reipſa ſuccurrit. Wendelin, Ir 
van-attribute or- property of God whereby he 


1s inclined to help his creatures in miſery, -and- 


doth really help them, So that Homb lapſws, 


Man conſidered as a finner and in miſery, is the 


object of it, And as * Muſculas ſaith, Miſe-." 1 Pſals: 
ricordia Del eft unicum omniuns I refa- J 


inm. The mercy of God is the onely refuge 
torafflicted perſong'to have recourſe unto, 
nos, this faithful Servant ef the 
Lord, did much partake of God's mercy, God 
had been merciful to hit-with pardoning mer- 
cy, fandtifying mercy ; and, had he died, God 
had crowned him with ſaving mexcy, he had 


been freed from Hell,and enſtated ineverlaſting - 


happineſs. But the mercy my Text ſpeaks of, 


is temporal mercy, God delivering him from- 


theEteat paſn and peril he was in by reaſon of 


hicknels, * Eripiens euns periculs, & [anitati fin | 7 


reſtituens, quod quidems beneficium miſericordia 
vocatar, quatenns eſt miſerie cujnſdam. remote: 


And Calviy faith, ( Exprimit morbi grawtatens Calvin. ith, 7A 
#t clarivs exiteret Dei bonitas in reddita ſanita- locume 
te). Paul firſk mentioned the grievoulnels of 


his. fickneſs, that the goodneſs and 'mergy,.of 


God might more perſpicuoully appear in-his res 


corery, (Deus miſerins oft ej#1 3; 1, t: 
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B corditey illums erepit.  Miſericordiam Det pro. 
Wuſcul.in pere miſericordie Des ponit, ſaith Muſenlut;) 
' Tocum. fr was mercy then in God to preſerve his F)s; 


N24 
fs » 


and reſtore him to health. I 


Hence I take up-this point- of DoRti;*, oul 
which being fo clearly unplyed, mult » je an 


be paſſed by withour taking notice of,” v1. *. 
DoGitr, That Life and Health are Merciys; D : | 


David in ſickneſs prayed to God for healt 1; ipe 

Plal. 6. 2. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, ; w 

* Muſeut, 1 ans weak, (* Ergo ſertit miſcrum eſſe majho 
m PL. 6.2, confics). O Lord, beal me, for my bones cre '( 

wexed, (Eft itaque ſannm eſſe pars falicita is Ger 


ac pro dono Dei habendums. Muſcul.) And {4 der 
TO3. 3; 4» we find David there looked up n 
Gods healing his bodily diſeaſes, and redeq yt 
ing his life from deſtru@on, to be a mercy, p15 h 
well as pardoning his fit. Fob, though ſomerin' fs: } - . 
under the raging heat and fury of his Diſten- len 
per, curſed the day of his birth, and wiſhyt = 
” 


God would cut him off ; yer ar other tim(sy 
when he was more himſelf, he looked upon I; * 
as a mercy, fee Fob 10. 12. He there aſlerts Is 
lifeto be an a&t of divine favour, and the pr,: 
ſerving his Spirit (viz. ) from departing out (f 

his body, to be'a fruit of divine providence, || *? hb 


which he calls a Viſitation. Facob prized ly}. Ph 
life, as you may gather from Ge». 32. 11, &6,, Chr 
fearing his Brother would take revenge <Q: |? a 
him, ( as he threatned to do, Gen. 27. 41): | 
he prayeth to God, and uſech lawful policy i | 7 


fave his lite, So Mordecas and Eſther tender; 4\. 
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>. Þ their lives, 'and the lives of the Jews, Efther © 


4. 13, 14. 8 7.3. Hezekiah wept ſore, when 

is; | *þe Senrence went forth char he ſhould die and- 

[7 Þ not live, 1ſa. 38. I, 2, 3. , And David cryed 

2 our, Plal: x02, 24- O my God, take me not a+ | | 
way #n.the midſt of my dayes. | Naturale oft & AY 

\. | egnatum omnibus, ut dierum ſuorum plenitudi- 102.24. 


| news conſequi cupiant, ideoque 4 Los nc 
C. vite curſu migrent ex boc ſeculo. Muſcul.] The 


© © | Devil ſpake cruly in that, (Tyars fometimes may 
iD | way truth) Job 2, 4. Skin for Skin, yea, all 
fa hat 4 8ar bath will be give for his life. Mcn. 
jo | vil part with Money, Cattels, Land, Liberty 

and what not, to preſerve life, as. they did 


i Gen, 47.. Yea men will part with fome mem» 
= || ders to preſerye life, | 

'4 : 0 . , 

y 2 mann Immedicabile uuluus _ 
is Enſe recidendum eſt ne pars ſincera trabatar, * 
I Lend this with that of the wiſe man, Eccleſ. 
4 $217 Truly the light ts ſweet, and a pleaſant 
s Nifing It #s for the eyes to behold the Sun« 

; But ſome may object and ſay, 


& | Obje&t. 1. If God ſend ſickneſs for good ends 
to bis People, as for the preventing and purging 
out of ſin, . and for the tryal and exerciſe of 
'- || Chriſtian Graces, ſurely it was no mercy in God 


4 10 deliver this good man Epaphroditus from it, 
| Arm. Sickneſs in it ſelf is © fruir of 6, 
|. Jand fo a judgement and cutlez Ks {bleſſing 
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was Tandtified indeed to Eprpbroditmr, ano b 
wrought for his good, as Phyſick for the gxodſ f 
of the Patient, Heb, 12. 10, but is-it brot ght 
| pain, it was grievous, and fo his 'deliver! nce 4 
& Efiws in therefrom may be cruly called a mercy, Quate: l 


= Phil.2.27, nu eft miſerie remotzo ; as it remoyed his p1inz 
F> and "xendered him moxe ſerviceable to /'the | © 
—_—— _ | 
ObjeR, 2. But bow can Epaphroditus's Rea PC 
tovery here be cplled a Mercy, when Death i, fab F; 
better than ifs to Gods Children; which fade oy 
the Apoſtle bimfelf in tbe —_— Chapter, Rhil, / 
T- 23. defire to be diflolyed, and to-be: wirh || /* 
Chriſt, which (ſaith be ) is farbetter ? Ih» 
oy&p (XMcy xpgF5er 3 Multo magis melius 5 witch 
way be thu rendred in Engliſh; More betteyyby 
much, Had it wot been far better for himi'to kr 
bave bien at the Haven of Reſt, than tobe a __ 


TT it were, by acroſs wind kept back, and toſt {ipok ( 
the Waves of a tronbleſome World ? Is ngt tk 
World lik# a round Ball ſtack full of Pins 
that upon what par: ſoever the Godly are caſt, hey #4 


meet with troulle and miſery ? According to'ahat 
of our Sawzour, John 16, 33. In the We rld w_ 
ye fhall have cribulation : So that to have. bu L 
life prolonged, what was it but a prolongatia;' of 74 


g | his miſery, and an adjournmeat of bis bappint{s? wh 
| Tiberius Czlar ſaid to one that requeſted ht ow 


Sueton. rather than long impriſorr9cnt, Nondum tegam 
red1i 1n gratiam,. be told bizs, He had net ich fe, 
4 favor for bim, The lthe favour God (ere | © 
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. » Anſw. It cannot be denied, but death is bet= 
ter than Life to the Godly, and rarher to be cho- 
ſen; for it frees from fin, ſickneſs, Satans temp- 
he | *acions, &c. Yea, it brings them to the happy 
viſion and fruition of God, to the ſociety of 
bleſſed Saints and Angels, and puts. them inro . -, +» i 
poſſefſion of everlaſting happineſs, ( Longum Calvin in_* 
as ff Yer enmmerare omnia que faciunt, ut mors fide- Phil.2.27: 
v7 libus potzor fu vita & optabilior), Yet for all , 
this, as thar learned Author faith, (Vita per 
i ſe eftimata eſt preclarum Dei beneficium, praſer= 
35 1492 95 Chriſto vivant, its vitam lacrao efſe di= 
cm) ; Life conſidered in it ſelf is a choice 
mercy of God, and advantagious to the God- 
0) ty: Andcoglorifie God in thisbodily life, is, 
| | Nan parva dipnatio, no little favour which God 
7 | Youchfaterh ro us ; fo Calvin. And CMuſculs 
bh laich, ( Mors ipfa quatenu oft peccati ftipendi- 
5) Lane & borrilalts nature in ſeipſa, conſiderata 
capax eſt miſericordia tam coram Deo quam co- 
ram hominibs ) ; Death as 1t 1s the wages of fin, 
1g | 22d cerrible to nature, is capable of mercy both 
betore God and Man, Befides, as the ſam2 Au- 
if thor oblervcs, there were: ſeveral circumſtances 
which would have rendered his death in a fort 
n miſerable, and no doubt did then trouble his 
x mind, ( Deſo/atio videlicet & perturbatio Eccle- 
-þ | fe) as che too much dejection of his people ac 
" | the ſad news of his death, and the deſfolauon 
that might follow upon it, and withal, the con- 
hderation that he could be no longer ſerviceable 
C4 £9 
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to them, and to the Apottle in hisbonds whic & 
he much deſired. Beſides we may farther.ad« y3 
that the continuance of a good mans life 1$ 1, 
great bleſſing in this reſpe&, that the longer Þ- 
lives, the more good he doth;. and fo his re 
= ward will be thegreater; 2 Cor. 9.6, Hethgt 
= ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap bountifully. The e 
BY * aredegreesof glory, as may be gathered fra 
E xCor. 3 8. I Cor, 15. 41, 42, The moſt gracious hex ;, 
© Secenaum (hall be moſt glorious hercafter. Thoſe that 4 p 
3 my n.7 us ” moſt for God here, ſhall receive moſt from Gag 
' TT OP"®. hereafter, So that had Epaphroditus died, the 
had had his reward the ſooner , but living,'h& 
makes it the greater. For thoſe of the longeſt 
ſanding, and greateſt proficiency in the Schy9l” 
of Grace here, ſhall take the greateſt degrees (f 
Glory hereafcer. 7: 
I end this with the words of that truly pig 1 
* oor and learned * Divine, Life in it ſelf,- and fir 
Hammond the advantages of ſerving God, and encreafi tg. 


_ _ our Crown, 15 a defirable thing, 
. 23, IN 


; I 


ſe and Application, 


Uſe tr,  #, This may ſerveto confute or reprovet $& 
eAManichees, or any others that hs jd 
chis preſen life in 1t (elf is evil, Bn 


Heing.an Mamche hanc pref entem vitans ut malun.ier 
Piale2.27. (> dannarunt. Heming, Surely Gol wo'ljd 
never have made prolongation of life a motiy {to 
obedience, (as you find Dewt. 6. 2, & 30,65 
©. 40 Prov, 3-16, & 4. 19,22, & 9-L9p2- 
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"& $'. andelſewhere) nor would the Apoſtle 


. 


ond: Ue here have * 
C&S reckoned Epaphroditas's recovery amongſt che 


632K: mercies of God, if this preſent lite had been evil. 
me This.is ſuch a mercy we ought to bleſs God for : 


Pſal. 66. 8,9, O bleſs our God, ye - people, and 
make the voice of his praiſe to be beard, mbo hol- | 
deth onir ſoul in life. — ( Ne umbra quidems cor- Muſgul.in | 


"Ys poris nedum vivo ac [ano corpore dignm eſt, Ec.) PA 103. 2 
11 He is not worthy of the ſhadow and ſhape of a Þ® _ © 2 
' body, much leſs of a living and healthful body, 

> F That doth not look upon lite and health as |» 

vol merxcies, | ; 

be } » 

iy 2. This 60»/ideration ſhould makes ws patient Uſe 2. 


under affi:ftzons that befal us, 


of So long as we have life and health, we have 
| no cauſe to complain as though God dealt hard= 
1 ly withus, Weread, Genfa9. that Lot had 
I moſt of his Goods ( which he had not time to 
is remove) and his Sons in Law conſumed in a 
| fearful fire from Heaven, and his Wite turned 
into a Pillar of Salt before his eyes, (a fad ſpe. 
Racle) z yet he counted it a mercy (amidſt mas, 
nifold miſeries) that God had ſpared his life. 
Verlſ. 19, Behold, »ow thy Servant bath found 
grace in thy ſight, and thou haſt magnified thy 
mercy, which thou haſt ſhewed unto me 1n ſavin 
my life. — Itis a mercy thowhaſtthy health, 
bur it this be gone after loſs of Goods and Chil- 
dren, as in Fob's caſe, yet it is a mercy thy hfe ; 
3s ſpared, that thou art on this fide the Grave, q 
and a fad eternity ; Lam: 3. 22,23. It of the _ 
Lards mercies that ws are not conſumgd, becauſ#-* 
pay C 3 —_ 
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ning : preat # thy faithfulneſs: © 
wo verſ. m5 mario doth's" living ® 
complain ? A living man hath cauſe to be thay) 
ful; but none to murmur, life and health bez} 
the choiceſt of outward mercies, | %; | 
jj 
3+ And lIaftly, Let wu not, if life and 
health be ſuch choice mercies, provoke le 
4% 


Ged to deprive w4 of them, | 


Sin (asT told you before) is the procuriys 
cauſe of ſickneſs, yea, and of death too, Rom» 
5. 12, ſo Rom. 6.23. Death both Tempors] || x 
and Eternal, is as due to fin, as wages to higi - 
that carns them. Temporal Death, *cis tru , 
ſooner or later will ſeize on us all 3 yer many | < 
finning impair their health, and ſhorten. the, 
dayes, as theſe places ſhew, Fob 15. 32. hl 


94-23, Prov, 10. 27, Eccleſ. 7-17: \S.. 
Buc more particularly IT ſhall name ſever\ 
fins, ſonie of which, in their own nature, tend 
to impairing of healch, and ſhortening a mat;s 
dayes; and others of them God hath threa;- 
ned with deſtruction : I pray you obſerve then; 
and learn to avoid them, as you love prolongs 
tion of health and life, 2 Fol 


I, Dyſobedience to Superiours. 


See Exod. 20. 12. This fiffhCommandemen® 
of honouring thy Father and Mother, 1s faic,, 
to be the firſt Commandement with promiſe ' 
Epheſ, 6.2. I 3s the fuſt Commentonngy | 


1 ' 
+ UMI 


thathath this ſpecial promiſe anhexs 
Profonoation of dayes, - By Father and Mother, 
we underftatid Political, Ecclefiaftical; and Na- 
tural Parents. Take heed then of an irreverent 
and diſobedient carriage towards the King, and 
thoſe that are in” authority under him, You 
read, Numb, 16, of the rebellion of Corab, 
and how the Earth opened her mouth and ſwal- 
lowed him up aiid his Company; wverſ. 32, 33. 
So rebellious Abſalow came to an. untimel 

death ; and David was much moved with grief 
in that he died in rebellion, 2 Sam, 18. 9, 33, 
compared, See Privy, 16. 14. The wrath of a 
King ts as Meſſengers of Death ; but a wiſe man 
will pacific ut « (. it follows, werſ, 15, In the 
light of the Kings conntexance # life. Be not 
difobedient and irreverent in your carriage to- 
wards Miniſters which are your Spiritual Pa. 
retis. You rady. read, 2 Riyp.2:23,24. Two 
She Bears deſtroyed forty rwo Children for 
mocking the Prophet, Though Children, yec 


TE 
1 
Sa 
- 


God would not bear it in them, Poſſibly (as. 


ſome think, becauſe there were ſo many ga= 
thered together) they were fet on by their 


Idolatrous Parents to do what they did, 
and therefore God juſtly ide! thei 
with- the loſs of their Children.” Laſtly, 


Be not difobedient to Natural Parents. God 
may juſtly deprive-them of natural life, that 
are without natural. affection. , Prov, -30: #7, 
The #;: that mock#ih- at bis F athev,, and deſpif- 
eth to obey bis Mothir, the Ravens of the Val- 
ley ſhall pick, it ont, and the yuang Eagles ſhall 


. 


4 wh 


Prov.20s 
20, 
Mar ,7F-290 


eat it, Homer, though commonly teported ro | 


Epaphzoditus"s recover ol 
” be blind, yer- for ind obſerved as much = 


keg obsone that did not relieve his Parent, 
he tells us, he lived but a ſhore time. fy 
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Take heed then of diſobedience to Magiſtrat' b | 
Miniſters, or Natural Parents, as you leye 
your lives, F 


2+ Take heed of uf ful uncleanneſs. 
Sodom and Gomorrhe, and the. Cities ab(nic 
them, burnt ſtrongly in luſt, Jude 7. and Gd 
ſent a firange fire to deſtroy them from off i1ic 
face of the Earth,-Gen. 19. 24, 25- $0 Gol 
cut off Onan for his filthineſs, Ger. 38. 9, 19) 
$0 1 Cor, 20. 8. you read how chat for 1 4j- 
<leanneſs there fell in one day three and twert! 
Flin Nat. thouſand, Pliny tells us of Cornelins Galhj 
_ Hiſtlib.7. and T. Etherin, two great perſons in Rows 
£73 that diedin the at of unchaſtity. ' The De 
dayes of luſt are very dangerous. Indeed v2 
fin conſurtes the radical moiſture, and ſo in its 
own fiature tends to weakneſs and fickneſs, aid 
the ſhortening of a mans dayes. The wile Man 
tells you, The Harlots bouſe exclineth #wuo 
death, and her paths unto the dead, Prov.2, 18, 
To likewiſe Prov 5-9, 11. & Prov. 6, 26, } » 
34, 35. & Prov, 7,22, 23, & Prov. 31,5\z 
Solomons Mother there adviſerh hini not to gf! SI. 4 
his ſtrength unto Women, 
3. Texe. 
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” 3+ Take herd of jntewperavce 3n eating and 
 drinking- | 


Ho This is as a Knife to cut our own Throats ; 
C11 i fee Prov. 23. 1,2. Hhenthon fitteſt to vat with 
*': | a Rater, (a Magiltrate,or ſome great Man) cap- 
| ſider diligently. what ts before thee; and put 4 
t''s Y Knife to thy Throat, if thou be a man given to 
ye appetite, Someread it, impones cultelluns gat- 
F» || 17: emo: and then the ſence is this, thou doſt 
i as good as puta Knife to thy Throat, if thou 
+, | bea mangiven to appetite, thou mayeſtendan- 
;\*. || ger thy life if thou feedeſt too plenrifully,, .So 
1 verſ. 29, 30. Who hath wo? who bath ſorrow? 
4 | whohath wounds without cauſe 2 who hath redneſs | 
lic of ejes ? They that tarry long at the Wine. — - 
11 | Our own luxuries ( as one laith ) filth full of 
| Diſcaſes, which ſhorten this our ſhort day of life, 
4l- | ard ſet our Clock, forward, that it firiketh 4zad 
I | before the time of our natural circle #s gene a- 
>'» | bout. Deinde cogitems, faith Muſculus, gue Muſculan 
"'s | ft ilorum wdſania, qui per gulam & intempe. "$8.29 | 
"A rautiam ſeipſos dong ſanitatts privant, (7 vas 

is | rus morbis obnoxios reddunt. We may ſay of 

ts | faſting and feaſting, as the Women ſang of 

id | Saxl and David,tSam'18. 7, Saul hath{lain 

In his thouſands, and David his ten thouſands : 

to | feaſting kills more ten to one than faſting, Poor 

5, | people who have the ſhorreſt meals, have corg- 

\ monly the longeſt graces, and the belt health. 

'> | The Glutton digs his Grave with his own teeth ; 

&'] the Drunkard drinks healths ſo long to others, 

that he hath noneto hiſclf ; 


Ls 
er 
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Nos eft in pots vera ſalme fahu: + | 


And it is but juſt with God to firike hin ut 
chat. cakes: bimſelf dead drunk, Take heed 
then of this ſin, it 1s good advice at all timniny 
but moſt ſeafonable at this time, which is athre 
of much Feaſting, 


Ovud\* UYIeths TYS Oh COW FT cx av a» 
*AXAS TOTS TE METEOV #, OITS Wavdriopſt | 
Flozeidoct, Pythag. Aurea Carmina, |, 


We ought (faith an Heathen) to have a care of 
our bodily health, and co obſerve a mean M 


drinking, dyet, and recreation, 
4. Tike heed of immoderate forrow. 


This like an heavy burthen breaks a _ g 
makes him ſtoop. Prov, 12.25. Heavmeſs ( | 
the heart of man makes it ſtoop. So Prov, 15, 
13}, A mirry heart makes a chearful connti;s 
nance 3 but by ſorrow of the heart the ſpirit < 
broken. ner tells us, Conn 31, ws 
hife 3s ſpent with prief, and my years wit 
oy /or Ne A Rok, ator, 7, 10. febr 
ſorrow of the World workath diath. Tmmodes 
rate ſorrow for loſs of worldly things, weaken y ; 
the body, and haſteneth death, 
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F. Take lied of impatiente; piſſon, and 
diſcont ehts TOTP 


The mutmurring 1ſrdelites wete defitoyed 
of the deſtroyer. x Cor, 10. 10, An impatient 
man is, £0v70r7:yoper®>, his own feoutge. We 
ſay truly, the baſty man never wants wo. Pet- 
tiſh, - fretful, paſſlonare perſons, like the Demo. 
niack in the Goſpel, Mar. 5. 2, 3. wound and 
cut themſelves, Wrath is compared to fire in 
Scripture, Gen. 39, 19, 20: Efth, x, 12, 


— Eft intics flainima medallas, | 


This fire of paſſion devours and conſumes that 
which ſhould maintain natural life; The patſſ- 
onate man, like Mount e/Etna, conſumes his 
own bowels with inward burnings. Thus as 
*  Eliphas tells Fob, Job 5: 2. Wrath killtth the 
fooliſh man,  Vexing and fretting under pro- 
vidential diſpenſations, ſpends a mans ſpirits, 
and puts him upon taking ſuch unlawful courſes 
as are oft-times attended with deſtruQion, 
Prov. 19, 19. A max of great wrath (hall ſoffer 
puniſhment ; for if thou deliver bim, yet tho 
muſt do it again, q.d. A paſlionate man is no 
ſooner delivered from one danger, bur he brings 
himſelf into another, | | 


6, Take heed of Envy, 


Job 5. 2. Envy ſlajeth the filly one. If a 
Jan be ſo filly as to hug this Viper in hus baloſs 2 


F, 


_ he Goh it to his | defirution. Eary, i 
Moth, doch inſenfibly conſume a man, bz 
ving him of health; and che comforts of" this 

- life, Hencethe wiſe Man calls evy the rotten 
| weſs of the bones, Prov, 14, 30, The cnyjous 


man melts away at the proſperity of otheryy hy = 

you may ſce Pſal. 112, 10. tha 

Invidus alteris rebus macreſcit opumis. b | - 

The Dart of Envy is (2s a worthy Divine oh. = 
Dr.Pzerce ſeryes) like thatin Homer. | - 
20 S1nnex i | = 
- and v; —— Av At or rp ig f 
"A&Tid\t iy KgatTBGH Iliad, y. v. 34S» |: {bs 

| Reflexa oft ci  0u] Ps. k ef 

S cuto 1 valido, — to 

H 


| {ts "il recoyls into the breaſt of him that ha Ac 
it, and miſchieves moſt at rebound. 


; oF 
7. Take heed of pride aud ambnuian, | {| r 
= Prov. 16. 28. Pride goeth before deftrudtins, A 


8d a haughty ſpirit before « fall, Aſpiring 46- F 
falow ſoon expired 3 fo did ambitious Adowijab, * 
Proud Hamas had a, ſudden downfal, like the r 
Toad in the Fable, he ſwell'd till he burſt. Wee - 
rod when he took that glory to, himſelf wh; <> | 
was due to God, he was rxatrdes]G, cafen 
wp of Worms, Afs 12.23. 


8, The 
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| See Pſalm. 55.23 Bloody and deceitful men, 
i.e. ſay ſome, deceitful murderers (that lie in 

wait privily for blood, ſee Prov. 1, 10, to 20;) 

that can ſpeak fair and ſeek your ruine, theſe 

ſhall not live ont half their dayes, they ſhall be 
ſaddenly cut off and come to ſome fearful end : 

Buc whether blood-ſuckers do it by ſecret .con- 

ſpiracy, or by open violence, God hath threat- | 
ned them with death, So Pſal. 140. 1s. Ew! F 
ſhall hunt the vnolent man to overthrow him. So , 
(Gen, 9.6. Whoſe ſheddeth mans blood, by mas 

ſhall bis blood be ſhed. The Sword of Juſtice is 
eſpecially commicced co the hand of Magiſtrates ®# 

to cut off ſuch oftenders, Row. 13.4. To this 

Head I may refer your Duelliſts, who for cri- 

fles challenge the field, If you be aflaulced, 

you may juſtly —_— ſelf, but co agree | 
upon a bargain of blood. thed, ( to uſe Bithop By. Zlf © Þ 
Hall's expreſſion) is wicked and damnable : - Decall, /©Y 
And though both ſhould come fairly .of, yer the ©" <0 4 
very intention to kill, is murder, faith that wor. 
thy Biſhop. To end this, Prow. 28. 17. 4 

wan that doth violence to the blood of any man, | 
ſhall fire tothe Pit, let Bo.mwan ſiay him, oran- . 
deayour his reſcue. 


9. Take heed of decit and frand, 
See that forementioned place, Prov.y 5.23. 


J ebink we may ſafely make them ewo daſtint 
Offtcaders ; and deceitful men, as well asghe 


Has 
. es ran beds ne nv 
Rk EVAL ERS; We 36 OR Ther" roling? BN - 1h 
to PS3s Yo OO IAGTY 23 48 X = 
$4 IX 5 s m_ > f 
= a a oM = 
1 " 


bloodithirſty, hall not Iong proſper. the Þ 2” 

" fame Greek wor Bios that figni CE nb rh 
 -- _ likewiſelivelyhood, (x Fobs 3. 17.) and js 4 4 
_— a grievous fin to cheat another qut of his HvelF; Lo: 
hood, as well as to rake away anothers lit;+ "% 

x Theſl, 4. 6, That no man go beyond andi «ay. = 


fraud bis Brother in any matter, becauſe tht 
Lord « the avenger of all ſuch ; as we alſo have (un 
ferewarned you,and teſtified. Bur the worlt picze Þ! 
of theft or traud, is that Pia frans, to taite 


away, or alienate that which is given to pioks | = 

3 uſes; . as to the relief of Miniſters or poor Peg. oy 
Xa). 3. ple; Prov. 20, 25. It #a ſnare, 1. e. deſtry- oh 
$.9. Ction to the man who dewoureth that which #5 hy. + 
ay oC: - + | fun 
ty, 1, e. Takes that to his own uſe, which was abc 


appointed to. God's. Achans fin in ſtealinz wh 
the Babylonith Garment, and-the two liuadrl ET 
Shekels of Silver, and the Wedg of Gold; 
( F*ſb. 2. 21,.) was ſacriledge as well as thett;j 
tor God had reſerved the ſpoyls of Ferrcho for 
his own Treafury, Foſh. 6. 18, 19. and you. 
Cee it coſt him his life, Foſh, 7,25. You read, 
Atts 5. beginning, Ananias there ſells a Poſlels, q; 
fion, which he had devoured ts the Churches) ”P 
uſe, and kepr back a part of the pricez and in. c 
this, as Chryſoſtome faith, he was uatnlo! Ta;! 3 

£Xu77 $"px08r5, raken Rtealing his own Goods, |; C 


and for this truck dead, - Now if he that 
takes away trom the Church but alittle of char? * < 
which was once hisown,be ſo ſeverely punifhed. . - 


how ſeverely will divine Juſtice purſue thoſe; 
who by fraud and violence take away the pofleſ=-! | 
fions wherewith other men have endowed the! ! .} 
Gy: So Sapphira his Wite agreang wt | 
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him in. this ungodly a&, was ſtruck dead im 
mediately after her Husband, as you read werſ. 


£0. © Theſe two, by their lying and fraudulent 
dealing, are faid to tempt the Spirir of the 


Lord, verſ, 9. You fraudulent Trades-men, | 
- that ſay your Commodities coft you ſo much, 
and you cannot aftord them under ſuch a rate, 


(and you have-your Wives at your elbows rea» 


dy to back you in what you ſay) what do you 


by thus lying and finning againſt your Con. 
ſciences, but even prefumptuouſly tempt the Spi- 
rit of the Lord, to try whether he will be juſt 
orno? Remember Ananiarand Sypphira, ha- 
ving lyed ro God", and dealt fraudulently, 
ſunk down, being ſtark'dead, . Deal fairly then 
above-board ( as we fay ) leſt God ftrike you 
dead beſide the Counter. 


x0. Take heed of covetonſneſs or Gortdly- 
mindedneſs. / 


Great and earneſt care for the things of this 
life, is called wirguyz, which ſignifies heart 
dividing, and heart-diſtraCting care, ( Matrths 
6, 25. Phil. 4. 6.) exceſſive care for the things 
of thus life, ſpends a mans ſpirits. 


Ciira fatit cans, quaruns homo nos habet aunos, 


Sce x Tim. 6.9, 10. The wiſe Man tells us, 
He that bateth covetouſneſs, ſhall prolong his 


dayes, Prov, 28. 16. but covetouineſs may pros - 
\ voke God to ſhorten them, Gebezs by his 
"BA coverouſneſs provoked God to plague him with 


the 
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Leprofie, 2 King. 5. 27. Take beid then 
as Chrilt faith, Jeſt at any time Re Ci 
poercharged, as with ſurfetting and" drunkm- 

* neſs, ſowuh the cares of this life, Luk.21. 54; I puri 


| | I ad 
© patueuls 3+ Take heed of Idleneſs, . , JK; I Lore 
| you! 


re ny eo TW; 
5h Labour in an honelt Calling, provided it he ||| ty, - 
munt eft,, rnoderite, ( Ad ruborem non ad ſudorem ) is | Chri 
moſt healthful. Prov. xo, 16. The laboxr b4 09% 
the Righteous tends to x. . Moderate exerciſe | 
preſerves hcalch, bur a ſedentary idle life, ſub- | him 
jects a man to diſeaſes. Prov. 21, 29. The de- | dry 
fire of the ſloathful kills hims, for bis hands re« | 
Otiumeſt fuſe to labour. That which the flothful man 
=ivt ho- deſires, which is his eaſe and reſt, layes his 
minis ſe- foul open to temptations, and his body to d {- 


turd eaſes; as ſtanding Waters moſt putrifie. *EM [ 
THs pd Qupzos y x&xid. Cbryſofs. Of idlent(s 7.94 

comes no goodneſs, therefore rake heed of ic,' | I lam 

: : þ 17; 

2. Take heed of wuworthy recerving-the i and 
Sacrament, 2-7. left 


See I Cor, 11,29, For this cauſe, viz, for I the 
want of due preparation when they.came to the I} thr 
Sacrament of S Lord's Sapper, God fentza I lan 
fearful ſickneſs amoneft them, awvhereot ſome || +n: 
were then weak, others ſick, ahd many fallen I Ir 
aſleep, that is, taken away by temporal death, II re 
This Sacrament, (which to the worthy commur || no 
nicant 1s Pxerxroy 7s KOxrarias, a wholeſome 1 
pation of immortality) to the wicked impent> | = 
rent wrerch (through an jll diſpoſition: in him) 

| eur'1s 


1» © tarns to the bane and ruine (exc 


—_— — 4 as tis. Lg FE, FY jS es 
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; ept { re- 
penrance' ſtep in.).. both of ſoul atid'body;, _ I 
gave you notice thismorning, that your Minitfter 
purpoſeth the next Lord's Day, through God's 
alliſtance, to adminiſter the' Sacrament 'of the 
Lord's Supper z be exhorced-totfic aud prepare” 


your ſelves, clic by receraing the [ame anworthi- See Ex- 


ly, you become guilty of the Body and Blood of hortation . 


Chriſt your Saviour, "Tow pat and, drink, 30ur (eycarion. 
own damnation, not conſidering the Loyds Body : of the 
You kindle Gods wrath againſt you ; you provoke Commu- 
hing to. plague. you-with drogrs Diſeaſess/and ſan- 1192. | 
dry kznds of death... + ar portiuud 


E '« 15 1,4 


-x 


1.23. Take heed of rejojcivg at the calamity 
| of others. . OW pn RT FIGS ; 


Prov. 17. 5. He that mucketh the poor, ve- 
proacbeth bis Maker; | and brtbat it gla$at c4- 
lamuies, ſhall nat go unpumſhed., ,' So Prov, 24. 

17, 18, Rejoyce not when thine: Encmy falleth ; 

and let not thine heart be glad when htipumbleth, | | - "BY 
leſt the Lord ſee it, and it diſpleafe him, and he Job 3*3 
tyrn away bis wrath fronrhim, :and lay it upon 29* 
thee, See Opad. 12+ 13,.$49:154.:God, therer 
threatneth che Edoxpites tor.rejoySing at the.cds 

lamity that befel che ſraelires,”-; his fin. cal}'d. 
tmixa/feraxiax, was condemned by the Heathens,, 

Ic is moſt oppoſite to the rule of charity, -which- 
rejoyceth nat in iniquity, I Cor.13.6. It maketh.. 

not others eyih, beicof fin-gr- fuſſering, matter 


. of rejoycing, 


*. 


dice" Take heed- 
oeſtly: 


Nadab wi Abibu for offering « Range -Þ 
by fire from the Lord, as with lighening, wite 


deſtroyed, as you niay read Levitst0., 4,2 11-1 
41 oh 
x5 . Take heed of cevilling the Many: 


Office without a Cul, 


See Nth. 16: 35. You read there of obs 
hundred and fifry men that: offered Incenſ;,' 


uſurping the Prieſts Office, were puniſhed b! 
fixe; wherein they offended; So Uzziabs ra 
adventure to do the like, was puniſhed with the 
Leprokie, AS yu read 2 Chron. 26. 16, LOW j 


t6, Laflly; Take heed of fins of the tought, 
as Lying, Swearing, Forſwearing 
1 , c 

Genwling; Blaſphemy, &c. 


See Brov. 17.20, He that hath a pervurſy 
tongue, falleth imo vhiſchief, AndProv.13. 3 


He that keepe th his month, heepeth bis life ; but 


Go that o I wide hrs lips, ſhall have deſiratt;- 


rov. 4 21. Death dd life are in the 
ence > the tongie, and they that love it, ſhall 
eat the fruit ih ws The Pfalmiſts word 


Thatl tug up <#i&P6int 5 Plal. 344 t2, 13,14, 


What man #% he that def reth life, and Tovak 
Waky Gane's that be may ſee good ? Keep thy 
tongue 


mg, Falſe-accuſing, ——_— 


9 - *% <F. $2 p % Y rv, 7 ” Me _ Nob F We m -- ES . Ie oe "LAOS : 
© . Epaphzdditus”s recovery] ri 7? 
yl tongue from evil, and" thy tips from ſpeaking Þ 
il puzle. Depeit from evH, ant do good : Tok 

" # - be P 

17 peace and enſue it. | | 

' j . ; : R , +. 5 - '. Bag 

= % _ : 

Af | I might add to cheſe fins which endanget 


healch-and life,” bold and audacious atrempty 
a raping Hedges, ' ſwimming Waters, &c. 
-e | whea there is ro necelſicy fb#ether, This /is 
--» I called properly a tempting of God, whin men; 
 vichout any warrant from God's Word, make 
Fe ty of his Wiſdom, Power, and Goddnels, 

which is cxpreſly forbidden, 'Dewt. 6. 16.777 
y | Pall ot tempt the Lord jour God, as ye tempted 
! bim in Maſſab + whereof you read, Exod. 17: 
e £2. where they areſaid to tempt Gol by requi- 
. Bring a miraculus'evidence of his preſence-amang 

them, Our Saviour did beat back the Devil 
 Evith this Text out of Dexteronowmy, when he 
*. would have had him to caſt down humſelf from + + 
the * Pinacle, 5; e. out-wing or "battlement 'of + ou 
k ſhe Temple, | Afar. 4. 7; If Chriſt had*caſt ummong 
|. himſelf down into a needleſs' datiger,” God Annor.on 


\: I might have juſtly left himi ro deſtruRtion, with- Het-4+ 5+ 
x! Yokt breach of his Promiſe. God indeed hath 

e [promiſed to keep'us,' but it tnuſſt bein all one. 
? 
f 


wayes; Pſal. 91. 11, (which neceſſary prre 
of the Sentence che Devil lefc out, Mat. 4. 6.) 
God hath promiſed to keep us 1n all our wayes, 
;- Yor warrantable courſes, but"not in our wan- 
' Nderings.” "The 'Iſractites fell inthe Wilderneſs 
; [when chiy tempted God, I Cor. 10, 9» 
bets e185 $0> os. 4992 


mg 


Pi Eh a. 4 
Ce bo > 8 HR 
CTY $24 
: es 

_ 
p 
+. 
: Fu 


b.. 


t _— e 
.&£V 


# 


De ——_—_ 


happened unto them for enſamples, and they ire 
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that 'tempt.. God. delivered? Ma 3, I5-..06 
nut we daily, ſer, many wicked. nen.that ave dil; 
bedient to Saperionrs, drunkarts, . luſtful, 10s: 
patient, envious, ambitiom, &c. live, become” 
old, and. arg. mighty in power: yea, and ghe 
Rod of GT 1s not upon them ?. Feb 21: 7/94 
Did not the, B{almiſt ſees, ſuch, mare not. in. tx0us 
ble like other metny, nor plagued; like other mgn, 
that made conſcience of their waygs ? Plal,7305, 


Anſw. Indeed it may fo fall out, tha'. « 
wicked man may prolong his life in bis wickeds.(s, 
Eccleſ. 7.15, God may bear loug with: ſo,ne 
ſuch notorious offenders, to ſhew his own pati« 
ence and long ſuffering, to cxerciſe the faith and 
patience of his Servants. To teach tha ther is 
a day of judgmicnt, - wherein he hath appoin*ed 
to judge the World in Righteoulnels, Aﬀts j7. 
31, God may. bear with them:to.leave them 
znexcuſable, that they may fill up the meaſhxe 
of their ſins, and for their greater damnation xt 
Hſt, Row. 9,22, For theſe and other reafo 1s 
beſt known upto himſelf; he. may. ſuffer ſorfie 
wicked men tofive and proſper : But ler not; us, 
ke.looſe the reyns to fin, and make the jmpuini». 
ty of ſome few an encouragement to: wickenags: 
Fc is folly and madneſs to be careleſs, becatiſe, 
ſome tew, have. eſcaped ſhipwrack,. Certainly, , 
as the Apoltte ſaith,after he had told us of ſev!'- 
ral punithmencs betalling ſeveral \Offenders far 

ſeveral fins, x Cor, 10, 11. Now all theſe thyigs.. 


Wryiten for or adnonitiong upon when the w 
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ſs; rAuchor laid. RE LI 

- + 4, {1 NH * 
we {1 F di quot farms ahcha porta nib, 
he 
'9« 
Us 
E Well lem: lik being {o PP a lakrby; lec 
us avoid all ſach fins as may be a means to-ſhor- 
aff nit; and letus uſe all Jawful means to pre- 
fr, ſerver itz: 23s Bdocthand Phiyick which God hath 
ne | appointed. x>Letwus:notys through diſcourage- 
tis | Ent of Spiric becauſe of deadly dangers which, , _ 
id | we mect wich-ifd our Chriſtiah >aNings, as Ws 26. wn. 
is. 35-0 life, « with for death; whith was _ 
ed | mmity inthargodd Man E/j ws _— 
7, | Much leſs ouphFwwe-rhrougty:d\(ed 
m || #4 did, onthe Sh, ) wiſh{os death. "But 


Happy © is. baking Sher 1 mens s harm do _ 
£0: beware, p2l 01299 : 


is. _ enter ma the w_ will od the Lank-tork > by — 
-* cermpionoryn; it ſt keth 'thive and bold the p. 543- 
& a Pi bro) eibi have irexdiſtha-ge forte -: 
e, Rang &elfe. 


n n: Ye! afrerall echis-that I have- ſpoken concer- 
ning the care y&u-ſhould have to maittain heakh 
e | and preſerve life} Give me leave-t\ put in 2 
sf Chvcat or- cautionary Propoſition to prevent a 
| miſtake :: Andur isthis, T hat-'jou dwght to hu- 
Sd health #nd fife- for "the Chinzbes Take, ard 
Þ.3 fer 
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h:oditi 9's recovery! © 


RT 
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\ FT. _ LEED = for Chrif 


Chrif wo 
CS 3- 16, —#e. ought to lay 


willing, to.ſjend; end be ſpent," 2 Cor. 12; by. 
the propogation of the Goſpel, and good of 


od's Church and People ; ſee eAfts 20.) 24, 
Ko 21. 13. Truth hath been ſealed with the 
blood of many Ma An Heathen ſer 
Auch aprice ox, ns —_ it worm 
.our lives. - . 


"S2.4 3 


—PFt KO TEE an S 


Nec propter vitaws, wivends peudere canſam; 


What faith the Apoſtle of E aphroditus, ee 
Phil. 2. 30. For the:work; of kk by wai.mgh 


= a great Journey to miniſter to Pavls * 
ceſſity, which 1shere called the Work of Chr 
(for, what is dong to his 04%, Thy he takeSit 


F>þ occaſioned his ſickneſs; bur. Z broaus 


Honjagin lack of ſeryice towards Panl,. wape Cawaurity 


772%" conſulert,nts | faciuet qu ſe in apertum wite peri- 
, orluns copjicinnt,)  Epaphrodituy was willing to 


fy e cleſtic ſapientias &c.,). , Thus to hazard 
life is not 0FÞ but true ue WAſdomm, : And as pj 
Ew: cnt 


'{ i4- EF & » %L 


kk 


" 


peiey: to bie-Trmrb } if | 


own our lives for the Brethren, St. I) was 


no death, not regarding bis life to ſupply p. 44 
Go of ſervice oats Epapbroditus ut 


25 done to himſelf, Mat.25,40.). . This Jout- 

not regaxg his life to. ſupply che Pl lippiays. 

Phil.2.30; 33 [Uzi < TaaCratd a; figmficat perperais 
hazard health and life to ſupply.St. Pawls WAI. , 


Ang as. Hemingins: faich, ( Hos facere in loco. 
pro Chr.ſto non. eſt ftulticie aut- imprudentie ſed. 
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plu faichtoR. ptybroditar's ficlndſs;, C14 ogmpi- Irueutin | 
am erat SOM od in tam pio dat bri- PhiLz.z7s Þ 
flbano opere incidit in banc morium : beats fwne 
. qui -boc mortss penere aufernntur ex hoc [acule,) 
{ was beſt *f it chat he fell ſick'iri ſo good a 
work : and happy are all they that die thus in 
the Work of the Lord, Rev. 14: 13+ 

I end this point with that of out Saviour, 
John 12.25, Hoe that loveth his (* more they * ways 
1s fifting, more then Chriſt, - his Church, or 53; Kos. 
Truch) gf lefeat, ( in aftorher World ); bat Chryſoft. 
be that batch hts life inthis World, loving it Hom, 66, 
lefs (tor that's the batred here meant, Ge, 29. Lukt4-26: 
: | 3x: ) ther the Truth and Church of Chyitt) 
© ſhall keep it wnto life eternal, | 
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- So much fox this time; 


_ Epaphzoditus's Recovery. | 


oY 


Third Sermon, | 


PHIL: 2. 27: 
—— biit God had mercy on him. -- 


Dearl , Beloved, 


TEES =D z Handled in the morning a Dos 
WES Erine implyed, which was. 
[{ 5 = 

WT £1: this, That hfe and health are 
Ss Zz | mercies 2 Andin handling 


Fo) 


Pd K thar Point, as a Divine, 
-9 BD + A (though Theologorz munmus } 
=== 1 ſhewed you Viam reltam 
ad vitan loygam, the true way to health and * 
long life according to the ———_— I ſhall not 
trouble you with repetition of what I then des .. 
livered, becauſe I have much matter before me, 
and I woald willingly finiſh this Text at chis 
£me: 
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-::I eotve then0 the laſt and. chief Point theſe 
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' words jmport, which is this, 


% e "Ys 
ifs 1577 


I | E :Tbgt Gog doth ſametimes gr ecronſly recover, 


6. ,' or wercifuly reflore bis; People, though 
+, 11 hey be (grievonſly viſited with ſickneſs. 


.\That God that knogkt off Peters Chains, and 
zeleaſed him from Prifon, brought forth this E- 
paphroditur,who likea Priſoner was confined to 
a.\fick Bed, with few Attendants about -him. 
That.God.that rulcth the raging of the Sea, and 
fiillerb the Waves thereof when they ariſe, as it 
is Pſal. $9, 9. put a Rop in his due time to 
the fury of his Diſtemper. We read of Dr. 
Wilet, that *%JvX@- Bibaredixr, that in his 
Journey from London, he was forced to-take up 
his Jodging at Hodſdox in Hertfordſhire, having 
by a fall from his Horſe,. broken his right Leg 3 
there being fick, he continued God's Priſoner 
abour nine dayes together, and died, Ir plea- 
ſed God, ( as my * Author ſpeaks ) who hath 
appointed to every man gd\tw IouwdTw x, Once 
TOevry Gm Wozer, his own proper and peculi- 
ar kind of death, , and; without whoſe provi- 
dence not a Leaf falls from the Tree, ſo to dif. 
poſe of this Godly mans .death, thar as a Pil 
gain here on earth,he muſt die in an Inn:He was 
carried-thence-by Cpach to his Town of Barley, 
wherehewas Preacher, and there buried : He 


Ell fick not far fromhome, yet recovered not to 


0 Alive thither, - But Epephroditus,, who fell 
Ca Rowe above fix hundred miles from Phi- 
{ippi,.. through God's. mercy was _— ro 
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= 1 tayh:odifns'st 
health; aud-returned to his People; who were _ 
not 2 little comforted ar- the fight of him; -- - 
Now that God doth-\ſometimes deliver his, 
when nigh unro death,” is clear 'z x, - From 
Scxipture Texts; ſee '1 Sam. 26; fo Dent. 32, 
39. lo Fob 5. 18, 19. Elipbaz fpeaking of 
God, faith, He maketh fore, and bindeth ap ; 
be woundeth, aud bis bands make wholes Hy. 
foul. deliver thre in fox troubles; yea, in 'ſevey 
#bere ſhall no evil tonch-thee. ' So ſaith David, 
Palm 34. 19. Many are the affutiions of- the 
*- * - Righteous, but the Lord deliwvereath him out of 
' themall, So Pal. 68. 20, Hr that « our God, 
we # 1h God of Salvation 3 according to the Ori= 
Adjalures 81nal it is Salvations, in the' plurat Number, 
Byrhner. becauſe he delivers ſeveral ways, and at ſeveral 
times; and is the God of all manner of Salyatis 
on,: Temporal, Spiritual, and Eternal ; and 
Elm? . chenuic follows, * Jhnto God the Lord belong the. 
Dn 2% hes from death : ' in moſt deadly dangers he 
Domrni eſt *3*** . y gang 
edxcere a Oft-times ſends in help, 2, The Point 1s clear 
- norte. by Scripture-Examples, God recovered Heze- 
* BYWEr* þigb who was deadly fick, 1 King. 20. I. 5. 
Þ Undocum. ©. he did ob, yea and Dawd oft, mſomuych 
* that he deſcribes God by this Periphraſs, Pſal, 
9.13. Thou that lifreſi-me up. from the gatey 
of death: Thar 1s, from the power of deaths 
Muſcul.1 CE ports mortts, i. ©. ' 6-poteſtate mortis, ſwanis ' 
Pſnl9-13. rorenims porta iz Scripturss pro magiſiratu & pos 
teflate, quod 1n portts . ſolerent exercars judicie, 
Muſcul. in loc.). So Pſal; 116.6. I was brought 
low end be. belped me. © So God delivered Paxt 
from deadly dangers, as: you may gather from! 
by Its 2-2 +»: Om 


NEE Ts” "a3 "I IRn 4-4 
. « * "Ln . 
= Dr. v ro 3: JOY 
78 
« 
Fr +. 


- 
a F TY p Jy KG, MM ac —Y a a © Kaas 


EF; 58 


Y 2 y \ +7 ed "_ 
avih:9d!{ #10: ys recoverP! 


2Ge.x.8 a toc." . Thu ie was with Epaphro- 


ditxs in Ter, who bein we 3 

death, the « Lord bad mercy on (Lag ( Sie # Muſeul-i 

einer nature vire; altum fmfſe de. vita = in 2 
allims, 1 ideoque- quod ſanta) reſlitutus erat, fi n= manum 

for” fmiſſe jm ape. ac virtute Dui fatinm, Mauſcul. deficit ibb, 
ds-inthis Nation, who have been ergEe dis 

Pay —__ unto may both in the apprehenſion ay 


.of theinſelyes and others, have begn raiſed up 


.again by God, . as ſo 4 Acts and Monuments 


of his mercy. . .. 

; I cherefare, ceaſe any farther proof of this 
known Point, andhall proceed to give-you the 
xeaſgns of;it. Aud here, fog - your profic, L 

will.cake che Propoſition inco 'two''parts, aud 
accordingly rocach give in the Reaſons of the 
Pcint, and chen I ſhall put them together a- 
gain, and.make *pplicaion af the whole. 


The firſt part is this, God is the Deliverer of 
bis People: And the. chief Reafons why. he 
doth deliver them) Econceive to vo. thele three. 


I, Becauſe he. i related 10 chew, and they 


to 


He is their Husband, Head, King, Maſter, 
Father, ec. and they : are his peculiar People, 
his Spouſe, Members, SubjxQy, Servancs, Chil- 
dxeyy and what not, . thar, ſpeaks them:a. Reo- 
ple near and dear unto bun, © Surely zhen, as. 
Samnel ſaid, x Sam. 12. 22. The Lord will 
per. we os As fo his great as 

ts. & > 
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Wo _ is tur pltaſed he, Lid wo! ee 
" 


of 


which be hath made to them. © 


Sce Pſal. 41. 3. Pſal.50. IF. Ifa. 41. x0; 
Þ Cor. 10. I3. Theſe are precious Promiſes, 
2 Pet, x, 4. which God hath given to his Peos 
ple, and 4" Chrift they are yea and Amen, 2 Cor. 
T. 20, that is, They are certain things; and 
ſhall be vftected in his due rime 5 if God ſee 
that the accompliſhment of them make for his 
Glory and his Peoples good, Pſalm. 84. xx. 
For be is faithful that hath promiſed, Heb. 10. 


3- Andlaſtly, Becauſe he would bave R; 
People delivered to praiſe MW 


See Pſal. 50, x5. Call upon 1c (faith God) 
8 the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, and 
thon ſhalt glorific me. God delivers them that 
chey might glorific him with their lips and;with - 
their lives, Of which you.thall heary more 
hereafter, 


The fecond part is this; Gol ſuffers his Pto- 
ple to be very ſick, before be hath mercy on them, 
or ſends in deliverance. ' And this I conceive he | 
doth likewiſe for three Reaſons, 


% 


x, Bes 


ho - 


© 25 Breguſe of bu Prone of delivrrang | | 


ks - Becauſe Ged & delighted with his Peoples 
ch he loves to hear often, from 
them. 
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_ And they pray moſt frequently and fervently 


þ | when they are in greateſt danger, and outward 
R means ſeem to fail. So the Church, Pſal, x08. 
: i 22+ Give #5 belp from trouble, for vain s the 
, help of man, So the Diſciples came to Chriſt in 
a great tempeſt, and awoke him, ſaying, Lord 
} ſave #1, we periſh, Matth, 8. 24, 25- So we 


- read, Afs 12.5, how Prayer was made, with- 
out ceaſing, of the Church unto God for Peter 
when 1n moſt deadly danger. Chriſt faith to 
the Spouſe, Caxt. 2. 14. — Let me hear thy 
Force, for ſweet # thy Voice. Their Voice 1s 
ſweer at all times, but as Muſick, it is moſt plea- 
{ant, proceeding from perſons upon the Waters 
of affliction, God loves (as one faith) ro ſee 
his People ina praying poſture, and to hear thens 
in 4 weeping tune, Jer. 31.9. As therefore 
we deal with Muſicians, deferring their pay, 

that they may play the more : So God deals 
. with his People,( fic paruls componere magua—) 
deferring their deliverance, that they may pray 

the more carueltly unto him, 


x 2, Becaule by this means deliverance will be 
ore prized when ut comes. 


. We uſually ſay, Lightly come, lighty go, 
Thac which is aon. got, is foan forgot, dMSgworxe 
rs. 2, ; E% 


Td wards, 
difficulty% e moff | 
Iſaac to Abraham and Sarah ! 


which thing he defired to ſee, Ger. 8, 8, 31. 


21.9. There is nont like that, becauſe it was got 
with difticul:y, and might ſerve to mind him 


it is a fruir of Prayer, and unexpectedly cores. 
3 when all hopes of recovery ſeem to fail. 


3. And laſtly, Becauſe by this witaus Gd 
: gets moſt glory. | 


Zelatur Deus propter gloriam ; God will not 
part with his Glory, This he will not give to 
another. He therefore helps not many times 
rff perfons be deadly fick, that ſo they mighe 
ſee, Digituns Dei, the Finger of God in their 
deliverance, and give him the ſole praiſe of all ; 


might bs 


the gory of God, that the Son of God 
4, £lorified 


dificilia que pulcby Thngy with 
are moſt wen : How we RR E- 
Tacob and Eſas, . 
Io Iſaac and Rebekab ! Foſeph to Facdb and Ra- © 
chel! Samuel co Hannah! How were theſe ; 
Children prized by their Parents, whom God. 
gave to them. after abundance of prayer' and} 

waiting? How welcome was the Dove to. Noab "Wy 
when the rerurned with an Olive Leaf in her - WF. 

mouth, 'in token that the Waters. were abated, WW 


So David'faid of the Sword of Golieb, 1 Sam.. *: 


of God's gracious aſſiſtance, and to encourage - 


their incredible return out of captivity. This | 
dcliverance our of ſickneſs is moſt prized, when 


As Chriſtſaid of Lazares's ficknels, Itwas for 


His Faith in the like future dangers, So P/al. 
126, we find the Church joytully celebrating 


&, 2. 2: - 
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John 7. 
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IEICE 
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\t 


Y 7s jodicinm geiecatum, non enters fupra yro- 
- villtrtian divinam,. ſed ad homorers Det. Gods 
gory appeareth in recovering him, whom Phyſi.. 

1ans and Friends have given over for a dead 


- £ - 


MF man. Godat ſucha time of extremity hath an 
= = tuvicy of ſhewing forth thoſe three great 
3W- Attributes, (which ate as Pearls of his Crown) 
FF. Wiſdom, Power, and Goodnels. Ir is called 
"JW the Pol of Chrifts fleſh, Heb. 10. 20, For as 

| bs, of the Temple did hide the Holy of Ho- 


es, ſo Chriſt's humane Nature did hide and 
bſcuire the Glory of the Divine, fo that bur 
Iictle in' compariſon appeared. Truly my Belo- 
ved, in a dehiverance where there is much of 
fleſh or humane affiſtance, there is bur lictle Di= 
vine Glory taken notice of: but when humane 
helps fail, then God's Glory is moſt ſeen in a 
deliverance, ol _ _ 
- To ſhut up this, as the Limner layes the Foun- 
fation'of every curious Picture in dark Groind- 
work toſet it of: So God layes the Groynd- 
work of a merciful deliverance in fad diſtreſſes, 
that his glory may the more appear, 
Having thus taken rhe parts aſunder, I ſhould 
pur them together again (according to my pro 
' miſe) and make ſome application of the whole : 
which TI intend to do, bur give me leave firſt to 
anſwer a Scruple or Queſtion which may hence 
ariſe, and here moſt firly receive au anſwer, 


Queſt 


) 11! ys , As Aquinus Aquin, in ; 
ph q -here of Epdpbrilitus's Fry Er ot ſu- Phal-2+276 
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| it: "ob Apoſtle, c ore Bas EY 
"e's zring or bat 0" you PL 


& well as others ? Mat. 10.8 bk nor.7. W & 
bow he cured a Cripple from bis * Morbers to A 
- Ads 14. 8, How he caſt out a ſpirit of Dol. x E; 
: tion, Acts 16, 16. How he reſtored to life Eun: fl H 
| tychus, who falling aſleep, as Payl was uh. 
preaching, fell down dead from the third Loft, 
(which Example ſhould awaken all- Chy 
ſleepers) : So we read he cured the Father 7 
Publius, who lay (ich. of 4 Feaver and Blogdy- 
flax ; and many that were inthe Iſland cam and, 
were healed by bim, Acts 28,8,9. Why did 
be not then cure Epaphroditus , >... whom be jo fon 
dearly affetted, and whoſe-recov 1) Þ lo guuch 
deſired ? 5d 
Anſw. The Apoſtles could not heal the ( >&, | - 
Fiſcar. in or work Miracles (as Piſcator faich, Propria, | ok 
Plul2-27- pirtwte 46, pro ſo arbitrio) by their own power, = ,, 
and ar their own pleaſure : but only when there. | T} 
was # neceſſity for Converſion or Conviction of! MM an 
Unbelievers, chen onely the Holy-Ghoſt ena-. 1 


bled them to do ir, fee 4s 3. 12. fo Aﬀs 9, ni; 
A 4.4. 4% 42. Peter's reſtoring Dorcas to life, (as; KY he 


well as healing the Cripple) converted many to. ey 
the Faich, Paz though ſometimes he wrought; pr 
Miracles, yet he was not the Author,but Inftru--. pe! 
ment in the Miracles he wrought, acting onely Ti 
when, how, where, and on whom the. Spirit. tr 

of God pleaſed. Paul could not cure Epaphro- iﬀ. 
ditss, no nor Trophimus, 2 Tim, 4, 20. nor mi 
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ad ammes utchatur miraculis ſed quando expedie- 
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imethy neicher ; buc onely Confilio OLE 
aith Aquinds, per quod datur intelligt quod nou 


bat propter fidem. The teafon chen why the 
Apoſtle did nor miraculouſly cure his beloved 
Epaphroditus, was becauſe he could nor, the 
Holy. Ghoſt not exciting him thereto, | 


#- fe and Application, 


I, By way of comfort, 


This Text affords abundance of cortfort to 
ſeveral perſons in ſeveral caſes. 


' t. This Conſideration affords comfort to God's 
Servants under ſickneſs and deadly dangers. See 
that former-quoced place, Pſalm, 68, 20. He 
that is our God, 1s . God of Salvation 5 and 


. to God the Lord belongs the iſſues from death, © 
This God, whom the Righteous are telated to, 


and have an intereſt in, can help 1n greateſh 


ſtrairs,- and ſend in deliverance when they ate” 


nigh unto death, and ſtand in moſt need of 
help. That God that kept Meſes's Buſh bur-. 
ning, yet it was not conſumed, Exod, 3. 2. and. 
preſerved Noah's Ark upon the Waters from, 
periſping in the Waters, This God can pre-. 
ſerve his People under ſickneſs and their ſaddeſt 
tryals, and in his due time give them an happy : 
iffac our of all afflictions, See what the Pſal-. 
muſt faith, Pſal, 73. 26, My fleſh and my heart. 
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ths, | 

according to Septuag. 5 8685 7y's upNing ay 

The God of minedigart ) and my portzon for wel 
When the Godly Man's fleſh fails, health de, 
Clines, ſtrength is weakned, then is God ready: 
to ſupport him under ſickneſs, and' to eaſe him 
of his pans, cither by reſtoring him to healch, or; 
by taking him out of the miſeries of this ſinful 


World by death, So thar if we belong to God, 
Þallingin 23S Bullinger faith, {Optime nobiſeum agitur,' 
Qu.2.27« five revaleſcamus ſive moriamar) 1c will go well, 


with us, whether we live or die. 


2. This Conſideration affords comfort, not* 


only. to belieyers. *midſt perſonal: fickneſs,- but. 
fikewiſe to Gid's Church *midſt national calumi-+ 


ries. ' Though Church and State lic as it were” 


bederid, languiſhing unto Death under Schiſm 
and Diviſion, Sin and Errour, and other natio-, 
Hal Calamities : Yet let us not deſpair of help, 


for he that cured Epapbrodits here, who wat . 


fich, nigh unto death, can help us even mn this 
extremity. See Ezek. 37. 11, 12, 13. Godlike 
a $kilful Bone-ſerter or Chyrurgeon can b1nd up 
the breach of hu People, and heal the ſtroak of 
their Wonnd, as the expreflion 1s, Iſa. 30. 26, 
God hath promiſed to heal , In caſe we return 


unto hum by prayer and unfeigned repentance, | 
Ife. 19.22. Fer. 33.6. None indeed cart 
heal-us but lie, Hof. 5. x3, All others, excepr | 
God be of the Onorim, are Phyſitians of no" - 


value ; Let us' then, as 1015+ Hoſe 6, I, Come' 


_— | <Y q | | 144.0 FY | 
' butGod is the ſtrength of ty Beart, (or 
according to Orig. The Rock of my heart ; oy | 


and 
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SITY NOINNENS'S: 


avd return unto the Lerk, f he\lnerh/ wor, a 
he will bed! ua : be: bath ſavitien; ans be will 
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bind us np. 


Una eademqaus tans vnlnus opeingne facet; 


3. This conſideration may afford copmufort to 
ſ#ch as are ſpirinally fick,, and in thur appre+ 
henſions nigh unto eternal death and deſtrattion, 
Thar chat raiſed Epaphrodiruis, who, was 
deadly ſick in body, can cure thy SouEmortally 
wounded with fin: Let ſuchas are wounded in 
conſcience, conſider this, Thongh/your wounds 
have been grievous and of a long ſtanding, yer. 
they exceed not the Kill and power of God, the 
ſpiritual Phyſitian, God can, yea and will 
cure you, if you turn to him and rehe upon him, 
Take my word for it. Nay it is:not only mine 
but God's Word, or I ſhould be loth to ſpeak 


| 1t 1n this place. See Iſa. 55: 7. Letthe wicked 


forſake bis way, and the unrighteoas man - bis 


' thoughts, and let bins return unto the Lord and 
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he will have mercy upp» bim ; and to nr God, for .- 


he will abundantly pardon. So Matth. 11.28, 
Come unto me (laith Chriſt )) all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. 
Come to Chriſt and wellconic';' he keeps open 
houſe co all comers. £710 » 
4- And laſtly, Gods dear People that by their 
finning have blurred their evidences for Heaven, 
and fallen from ſome degrees of Grace and Spi- 
ritual Comfort, as Dawd did, Plak'ft, 8, x2, 
Hl E z Lig 


af OS. + 1 
> Y'S Bs 5. RIP 


; trot deſperr of "recovery: That God. 
Pſ.147-3 that: reſtared»Epapbroditus's fick body: to its 
riſtine health, can reſtore thy ſoul ceſpiritual 

bath, peace, and comfort, Thus he _ 

David, -Plak 23: 3- He-reftorath my ſoul, He 

is the Creator of Peace and Comfort, Iſa. 45. 

7. {o' iſe, $7.t7;x8,;'19. and: hath promiſeil © «©, 

in his duetime, [to ſpeak, pearr wwro bis People, W 1.1 

and to his Stunts, but let them. net turn again t5  F, 

folly, Pfal. 85:\8.. Trend this wich that of the 
Evangehcal Prophet, Ia. 50. 10. Who is among Þ 1. 

you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice 

of bis Servant, that walketh in darkneſs and hat 1 

20 light ?.(2' Child of ilight it ſeems may walt 

in darknels, 'z, e. have little or no comfort + 


the preſent, yet) ler hins truſt in the Name 

the Lord, and ſtay upon bis God, | Let him tif 
wait on God prayingly, believingly, obedients 
ly, &c. in God's due time, which is ever beſt, © p... 
comfort will come. d 


And ſo much tor this Uſe by way of comfort, _ 
Uſe 2, * 7 By way of znſtrulftion. | = 


; We learn, if. God cure the body of fickne!; Go 
as he did Epaphroditss here, ſurely it is he that £ſ. 
cures the Soul of fin,which1s a far harder work. din 
God upon the account of Chriſt, (who as at this 
time came into the World to undertake for us) 
heals our fouls of fin, by applying Chriſts perfe& Wi 
Righteouſneſs to the foul; he removes the guilt*, 


and by his bleſled Spiric implanting in the foul = 
the Sceds.of Divine Grace, | he heals it of the | 


fil 


: Epaph; : I "F OB | IF. 
filth of fin,” Plal!"r07," 3, hb partdorcth all 
thine Iniquitier "who healeth 48 thy "Diſeaſes. 
God alone, that*ttirts the body of its diſtem- 
pers,. heals the ſouF'6f its ſpiricual' maladies, * 
The Scribes and- Phariſees acknowledged as 
much, Luke 5.21. | The' Pope canfioti pardon 
fins. The Miniſters of the Church of Exgland 
abſolve na otherwiſe- then . (declarative): as the 
Embailadors of Chriſt, God doth it (auto- '+ 
ritative)) the authorityis wholly his, -- We' do 
but pronounce the'Pardon, which ibefore we 
ſpeak, is really done in Heaven'to' fincere: Res 
nitents, 
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3. And laſtly; By way of Exhortation. 3 a laſt 
< BT | ©, 


T. Tozll in general ;- Let us-be exhorted to 
go tov God for help in time of fickneſs. Ir was 
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ther tobe choſen than the! Devik FPlaiſters,-+ In- 
deed their beſt cures are*deadty wounds: For 
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unlawful means; yet the ungorral ſoul, which iy 
| the ' far better. part, is chergby much endayz. 
Heber hoc gered.. . Qido-not go about indire&ly to wind! 
Foco qu? your ſelves out of trouble ;; you have a God ty 
_— repair unto, who can help at. all ſtraits, and ar 
pelltt 3h. ons - : 2 
norbos, Every turn; your head cannot ake withour his 
Bul. in leave, nox leave aking without his help, 
Phil,2.27, 4 (IE BL 
Queſt. But what, monld you bave u to ft 
no ontward means, totaks no Medicines, to con» 
ſult no Phyſicians ? 


Anſw. Not ſo, T would have lawful means 

238 to be uſed, Phyfcians to be- conſulted and that 
-  betimes, before Diſtempers become invereraty, 

and ſo ſcorn the vertue of ſoyeraign Drugs. - * 


Ovid. Pharmaca naſcenti ſunt adhibenda male. * 
Principle © | _ 
obfta. © Our Saviour faith, Xat.9,12. The whole need 
| not the Phyſician, Lut they that are ſick. The 
fick then do need him, and ought to ſeek unto 

him... So. we read Luke 8,43. of a woman 

that had/an iſſue of blood twelye years, and had 

ſpent all her Living upon Phyſurans,neither could 

be bealed of axy. Yet our Saviour did not blame 

her for ſeeking to them for help, nox che Phy+ 

ficians for taking their Fees, though they 4g 

her no good, for ſhe ratber grew worſe, .ſaich 

another Evangeliſt, Mark 5.26. Yet confi» 

dering thar life is ſo great a mercy (a5 you. heard 

4n the' moxning) methinks Phyſgians Towle 
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ly, neglefting God, 2 Chroz. 16, 12. And 
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not be 200 exacting, bur do ſomerhing fol 
"poorer fort of people for charity-fake, and for | 
'confcience-fake, ( I hope Phyſicians will pax- 
dou me this ſhort digreſſhon, for I am Joe 
for them). Aſa is not blamed for ſecking unto 


Phyſicians, but becauſe he ſought to them chicf- 


in the 'very next verſe you rcad of his death, 
werſ. 13. Means never help without God, 


nelp without means. God requires we ſhould 
pfe means, as 4Jcarned * Divine faith, Ex zn- OO 
dnlgenitia oh ex indigenti, To honour us,not = : Cori 
to help him. The ſame reaſons which moved x, a7, 
God to make the Creatures, move him ſtill ro 
' uſe them 3 nor necellity and waut of power, but 


Jove and gooduefs, 


Ovjc&t.. x, If God have decreed 1 ſhall reco- 
wer, I ſÞ&l rcoovery, though 1 -uſe no means, 


| Anſw. Roan ſequitur. Ic doth nor follow, 
tha: it God have decreed you ſhall recover, you 
ſhall rec, ver without uſing means. You may 
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— aſunder : He may juſtly loſe the fruit of an haps | 
- Py end, that negletts the uſe of lawful means, 
God had promiſed roadd fiitcen years to Heze- 01 
kiab's life. 1ſa.,38. and Hezth;ab was aſſured | ſ 
AM of it by a certain fign from the Lord, yet he C( 
" muſt _ lamp of Figs and lay it for a Play- tc 
er upori the Bile, werſ. 2X. God aſlured Pasl © 
' 3n that great tempeſt, that there ſhould be_no: 

loſs of any mans life among them, but of the.: Þ 
Ship, Aits 27. 22, 23, 24. and Sf, Paul him. C, 

ſelf belicved as much, werſ. 25, yertells them, Þ 
verl.31. Except theſe abide in the Ship, ye 0an-=" 
pot be ſaved, | | 


Object. 2. But cannot God cure, if be wil, 13 
' without means, or by wiaks and immprebable 
peans ? | : 


S, , 
**- Anſw, Yes, God nouriſhed Moſesand Elias 
forty dayes without food ; he made Clay and | 
Sputcle, which one would think ſhould pur out' , 
fizht, a means to recover it, Fohz9.6, 7. He 
- ſo wroyght that the very ſhadow of Peter ſhould 
heal multitudes of all Diſeaſes, Aﬀs 5. IF. 
God's hand # not now ſhirtned-: nor doth the 
antignt of dayes, like an old man, grow weak - 
and infirm in the latter end of the World, 
"What he hath done he can fill do, if it pleaſe 
tim, Pſal. 115. 3, But weare'yot to expect, 
'now-adayes, God's miraculous working. A 
"'petentia Dei ad atlum non valet oe rf 
"eriam acceda! voluntas Des, God commonly 
"ſejs down a courſe of means which he"will nor 
» 1.:5s Ot * ies alcer 5 ; 
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aker;. ne 
anſwer providence with tnduſiry, end to put forth 
our flrength, and uſe ſuch means a; God wouch- 
ſafes. We arc now to expect a concourſe of ſe- 
cond cauſes, which in their Sphere may derive 
to every effe& a proper vertue, through God's 
ordinary bleſſing, | 


- 
_ 


»| . Obje&. 3. Beſt Phyſitians kill more thay they 
| exre. Turba medicopum Ceſarem perdidir; 


\Þ Avſs. I think nor fo, but the chief reaſon 
© why ſo manydiein their hands, is this, Becauſe 
people repair to chem when it 1s too lace, 


* | =— Sevo Medicina paratur. 


Hopes of outwreſtling the Diſtemper, fear of 
expences, or ſome prejudice againſt Phy ſitians, 

| "make many people to delay making” application 

+ fothem. Or it may be they have beeii tamper=- 
1ng with ſome. Quacklalvers or Mountebauks, 

for cheapneſs, (and indeed theſsmay afford their 
-Phyſick for lictle, for it” 1s lictle worth, and 
their knowledge coſt them little, having never 

| ſeen the Univerfities, except in ſome journey) 
who not underſtanding the nature'of the Dt- 
ſtemper, apply wrong means, ſo that the Pa- 
tients growing worſe, betake themlelyes to a 
more learned man ; bur ic 1s too late for him to 
cure,them, {o that men dying in his hand, he 
'ſhall be ſure to have his back ſadled with illfa- 
'youred language, though he deſerves it noe, 
: = : Have 


and then (as one faith) ir congerariw ro. 
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Haye recourſe then berimes'to learned Sadfexpe- 
rienced DoRors in that Art for the.cug&'of Fou'; 


Diſtempers : Thouſands in this Nagen oy 


Lo 


as my f{cIf, can tell you experimentally” of th; 
good ſervice done this way. bh.” 


4. Laſt Objett. If ay apprinted time be rug 
up, means are not available, 4 


Anſw. Bot who knows when hs appointed © 
time 15 runup? Old Iſaac laid, I know'not the 
day of my death, Gen, 27.2, Chit gold rhe 
Apoſtles, Acts I, 7. It # not for you to know 
the times or the ſeaſons which the Father batiz 
put in his own power. God makes none of his 
Privy Council herein, . Whar ſaith Moſes, 
Deur. 29.29. Secret things (ſuch as this 1s.) 
belong unto the Lord our God ; but revealed things 
tom, &c, Let us do our duty in conſulcin;; 
Phyſicians, and then .let God do his pleaſure, - 
Let us uſe means, and leave the ſucceſs to God." 


Means then are to be uſed, Phyſitians to b? 
conſulced, but God 1s principally to-be eyed 
as the beſt Phyſician, for ſo indecd. he is. And 
that you may find him ready to help you in 
Your Hcknels, pur theſe following Directions 


unto practice. | 
1, Pray, and git others to pray for thee, | 
7- Thus did Dawid in ſickneſs and the like Nraits, 


as you may ſe Pſal, 6. 2, 3, 4, 5- ſo Pſal.25, 
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ley The Tixle of © LJ 
2 Pſalns is, Maſchil of David; 8 Prayer - 


on $*-% by 
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In 7, 18. {0 Pal. 38» I9- ; The 


- 7 


i IT wes in the Cave, When thou art pur- 
ſued wich ſome violent Diſtemper, and confined 
. & trtoaſick-bed, asto a Cave, then make thy ſup- 

- Plication unto God, as David did. I doubt 


# | nor, as Meſenlg ſaith, but David in fickngls Muſculus 
| made uſe of Medicines, bur he prayes ro God in Pl. 6.2, 
« to bleſs thoſe outward means, as knowing ( N6- 


hil ef omnis Medicorum ars & opera, cnra GT 
diligentia mfi Deus virtute ſua dit. ſanandi effica: 
ciem) that the Preſcriptions and diligence of 

| beſt Phyſicians, are of no worth and efficacy 

without God. David thus praying unto God, 

| was healed by him, Pſal. 30. 2, 3. O Lord wy 

| God, 1 cryed unts thee and than haſt healed me, 

' | So Pſa. 116, 3,4, 6, 8. compared. So Hes -.. 

| '  ackiabby prayer unto God, had his deadly fick- 

' | nels removed, and life prolonged, Ifa. 38, 2, 

2 Hezekiah having received a meſſage of death 
gurned hs face towards the Wall and prayed to 
the Lord, But why towards the W al either 
becauſe by this means he withdrew himfelf from 
company, & hus eyes from ſuch objects as might 
diſtract and diſturb his deyqrjons or as others 
fay, Becauſe there was bur one ſingle Wall be- 
tween the Bed of the Kings of F4des and the Al- 
tar of God, (Fuxta parictsn Templs Salomon 5ee cue. | 
extruxit palatiurs) and they uſed to pray with j*s noly | 
their faces towards the Temple, ( x King. 8. Court,p.I || 
35» 48. Dan. 6. 10. Pſal.g. 6,). Hezekzab S| 

thus turning himſelf toward the Wall over a- 

.gaiaſt che Temple, and praying evenly, P 
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God, was! led as you may ſee verſ. 5. Prayer | 
$ that which God Niredts Fs reds anco fl Uh 
fickneſs and” fuch like traits, Pal, go. 5: ? | 
Call pon me in time of trouble, and I will deli- : 
war thee, Job 33. 26. He ſhall pray ants God, 
 -, . ...##d be will bt favourable unto him. So Jam. 5. || 
L bo 1-33. 1s any man afflifted ? let him pray. * of 


©. Quelt. But sf God ſend ficknſs,ard for good | 
ends unto his Children, us it not a fin in them to” 
pray God to remove it, and to heal their bodily 
Diſtempers ? © q 


—— PIPY — uw. So  s © 


Anſw. No; Allfleſh naturally defires health ' 
and preſervation of life : , And Grace in God's ; 
Children, , doch nor aboliſh'but rectifie Nature, | 
 Muſculus [Dems hoc carni naturaliter dedit ut ſanitatem, 
 InPl.6.2. 3-6 conſervationem ſui cnpide petat. — Pits .' 
Ow Poare. hanc naturam fides, non adimit ſed dirigit,) 
So then God allows us to pray to him for health, - 
fo we doit with ſubmiſſion to the good Will of 
God, (as Chrift prayed three times to his Fa-. 
ther in his agony, Mar, 26. 39. O my Father, 
uf it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me + ne- - 
vertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou wilt) and - 
With a reſolution to ſerve him betcer if he ſpare . 
'us, Pray then that God would'be pleaſed to 
have mercy upon you in your ficknels, and to + 
eaſe you of your pains, and reſtore you+-to _ - 
healch, and bleſs the means you uſe in ofder 
thereunto, if it be his bleſled will. And as you 
'ought” to pray your ſelves, ſo: you ſhould get 
.others (Miniſters and good People) to pray tor 
- y ous | 
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you, ſee James 50145 15, 16. God Tears the 

prayers of his People, : and oft-times for their 
ſakes lengrhenech che life and outward proſperj< 
ty of the wicked; - God ſpared Zoer ar the 
requeſt of Lot, :Gen. 19. 20, 2I, 22. Thoſe 
that ſayled with St. Pas/ in the Ship, had their 
lives ſpared for his ſake, ſee As 27, 24, for 
faith the Angel of God to Paul, Lo, God hath 
given thee all them that ſazl with thee, (Orig, 
xey&pi5'o1 Gor, will give thee as a (favour) no 
lets chen rwo hundred threeſcore' and fitteen 
Souls, werſ. 37. were faved in; extremicy of 
danger for Paul's ſake, and at his requeſt. Ger 
then others, . eſpecially the Godly,.:who are 
God's Favourites to pray for thee, + No dowibe 
but Paxl was a conſtant Sollicitor at the Throne 
of Grace in the behalt of Epaphreditus, who lay 
ſick, mgh unto death, and God had mercy on him, 


2. Relie confidently upon God. weE GY 

Though we make uſe of the Phyſitians Di- 
rections, yet we muſt nor truſt in hen bur in 
God : for means and ſecond cauſes work by 
his continual influences, and receive their ends 
from his eternal order. As the Pſalmiſt ſaith, 
Pſal.127, 1, Except the Lord build the houſe; 
they labour tn vain that build it. So except the 
Lord cooperate,means and ſecond cauſes, which 
receive their being and efficacy from God, are 
vainand ineffectual. Faith was required in all 
thoſe under the Goſpel whom Chrift cured, 
Mat.9.2. Luk-8.48.. As we'mult not ineglett 


means, 
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means, foncither* muſt we: truſt in them, , not | 
relic upo-tham'y which if we do,-It is the rea«- 
dy way to: render then uſeleſs, ſee I 1 | 
7,8. Hetbat puts bis truſt in the Lord, faith the 

wiſe Man, Prov.28.25, ſball be made fat, q. d: 
ſhall be luſty and weII, Relie then upon God's... . 
mercy for deliverance. He that hiohly efteems 

of God, is high'in Gods cfteem, 


- 3+ Be merciful your ſelves to others in miſery, © 
if you would find mercy from God mpen you 
are 1n miſery, 48 


Plal.41. 192, 3. Bleſſed is the man that conſi- 
dereth the poor ; the Lord will deliver him in 
15m of trouble : the Lord will preſerve bum and 
keep him alive. — The Lord will brexgthen bim - 
on the bed of languiſhing ;, thous wilt make all bus 
bed in bis fickneſs. See likewaſe Iſa.5 8.6, 7, 8. 
After he had ſpoken of works of charity,he adds, © 
Then ſhal®thy light break. forth' as the morning, 
and thine health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily. So 
Mat.5-7. Blefſed are the merciful, ws they ſhall 
obtain mercy, Epaphroditus went a long and pe= 
rillous yoyage to miniſter to the Apoſtles wants, . 
Phil. 2.25,30. and when be was ſick , nigh unto 
Weath, God bad mercy on bim., 


4. Laflly, Be deeply humbled for your fine. 


This humiliation conſiſts in confeſſing your 
fins with grief of heart, and purting away the 
fs you haye lamented ; and it 


we do thus, * we. 
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Mall find mercy in” ficknels. © Devid in fickacs © 
confeſſed: end lamented his fins witha ſorrows © 
ful bearc, as you may read Pſal.32,4,5- & $$; 
3,455,183. ſo Pſal. 41.4. Heal' my Soul faith, 
Deva under fickneſs, for 1 have finned-4gat 
thee, What a pleais this > Heal my Soul, for { 
bave ſinned againſt thees Doth God delight inf 
mens fins? 1s he thereby allured to: do chenr 
good ?7-One would think as Muſculm {ach Ma 
gis faceret ad impedimentum quam ad cauſuns im. * 
petrandaſanitatss ; this ſhould be rather' an hin- 
drance then furtherance to his cure Bur rhe 
truth is, God, who loves not fin, yer loves tofce 
fGinners confeſs and bewail their tins; and ifwe 
do ſo, and withall forſake them, we ſhall fin 
mercy in fickneſs as David did z; for Prov,28.135 
He that covereth bis fin ſhall not proſper ;, but 
whofo confeſſeth axd forſaketh them, ſhall have 
avercy. It ſickneſs be epidemical, a general hu» 
miliation is a means to remove it, Levg.26.40, ,,. 
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41,42, {0 2 Chron, 3.14. Godſendsficknels for' Deur. 5. 
fin; if fin be removed, he'l remove his ſtroak : 12, 15. 


but he will nor take off the Playſter (ſo careful 
he is) cill the Wound be thrhughly cured, and* 
corruption purged our, $185 are as ſo many 
Scotches in the way that hinder the Charriot 
Wheels of a Deliverance from moving ſwiftly 
towards us; if theſe fins were removed, deli- 
verance would come on apace. When God then 
caſts thee upon a ſfick-bed, commune with thine 
ewn beert, and let thy ſpirit make diligent ſearch, 
Pſal, 77.6, Conſcience at ſuch a time,thar bofom' 
Preacher (if God in juſtice harh nor filenced it 
for willtal diſobedience) will preachrtothee thy 
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__ particular fins, | Affli&tion oft-times awakens a 
drowfſie Conſcience. Particular ftraits many, 
times bring particular fins co remembrance,which' 
have been long forgotten, as you may ſee. Gex, 

42-2110 Fob 36. 8,9,10. Hearken x co the. 


voice of Conſcience, which may bring to mind  - 


thy particular fins, and ſeriouſly meditate upon 
the foremencioned fins that tend to the impairing 
of heakth 3 and with Fob, 3n ſickneſs and ſores, - 
pray to God to ſhew thee wherefore be contend- 
eth with thee, Job 10.2, And again faith he, 
Job x3. 23, Make me to know my tranſgreſſion” 


and my fin. And as Eliba ſpeaks, Fob 34. 31," 


That which I ſee not, teach thou me; if I bave 
done iniquity, 1 will do no more. Having thus 
found our thy fins, confeſs them with grief of 
heart, -and deal with them, (as the Marriners 
dealt by Fonab, Jon.1.15.) caſt chem overboard, 
forſake them utterly ſo che ſtorm may ceaſe, If . 
wethus bumble our ſelves under the mighty band - 
of God, he will exalt us in due time, 1 Pet. 5.6. 
and raiſe us up from beds of languiſhment, (if: 
he ſec it beſt for us) as he did Epapbroditus here, 
who was fich,, nigh unto death, but God bad 
mercy on bum, | 
And ſo much for the firſt branch of this Uſe 
of Exhortation.I come now to the ſecond branch, - 


and it is a word of Exhortation to ſuch as bave , 


| been fick , aud God in mercy bath reſtored ta 
bealth. Let them be exhorted to take forth : 
theſe following Leſſons, St 
1. Live in conſtant expeBtation of death, and 
eparation for death. Many are too too confi- 
dent of health after fickgeſs, whereas it 1s ordi= | 
| | | nary 
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pary for. pqor man to recover of one Diftemper, 
L wg fall add. into the ſame ig 
” | ſome other. Noneft fcilins miſertzs Deus ut ab Muſeul.in 
| boc anortss debito-3n peſterum prorſus det libera-, phil.1.47; 
txs. Muſcul. God was not fo merciful unto E- 
pephroditus as that he ſhould neyer die. The beſt 
of men, one rime or other, how ſoon God knows, 
mult pay the debt to extorting Nature, P/. 89, 
48. The Apoſile ſpeaks of the diffolutiou of che 
' earthly bouſe of this Tabernacle, 2 Cor.g.1, (Wv 
Karglg de re periture) as of a thing chat wall 
ſhortly periſh. $0 ſpeaks St. Peter, 2 Pet.1.14. 
I muſt ſhortly put Fa this my Tabernacle, And 
truly after fickacſs we may rationally conclude, 
That the houſe cannot fland long that hath been ſo 
terribly ſhaken, Let us then, though reprieved | 
for the preſent, expect death, and ſpeedily pre= {; 
wy our ſelves for it: Eccl,9.10. Whatever thy 
and finds todo, doit with all thy might. Let us 
bring our ſelves daily to a ſtrict ſcruciny, fet ſoul 
and houſe in order, and ſpeedily dreſs our ſelves 
for immortality ; for we ſee, when ſickneſs comes, 
we have work enough to wreſtle with the Dt- 
ſtemper. Oh my beloved, Pur not off ſoul-cons 
_ Cerns till old age or ficknelsz this is to lay the 
. greateſt burthen upon che weakeſt horſe, Re- 
F pentance is too great a task to be rightly perfor. 
, | med upon a fick-bed, and uſually like che parcy, 
ic is at beſt but weak and ſickly. Do not we-who 
; have been ſick know by experience how unfic 
we are for any work at ſuch a time, cſpecially for . 
this great work of repentance, which indeed 
ſhould be an entire a&t of the whole life > And 
therefore, 
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Þ. 119. 


.. Ghoſt ſers a'Bitand'\upon Aha, who ih the ritae 
{ of diſtreſs did wreſpaſs Fer mort -atnft the Lord 
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are ſeemingly" devour,” and therefore the Holf 


> Þ 


5 , ' . . * ©” q | a 
2 Chron. 28.22, Thu # that "Kin Ahaz;, bs 
points at him'as 4 rnoniſfer of man-kfrid*:* for mein 
vſually, durinig the continuance of diſtreſs, dis 


ſeek unto the Lord, Hoſ.5, x5. and bewail chew 


fins and promtfe fair, as Pharaoh, Abpb, at 


ethers ; but when the force of his hand 1s'remb? - 


ved, they rerurn again to theis old dizs, they 


. are as bad, if not worſe then ever 5 likt/a'dung- 


hill, che more:the Sun of Merty \ſhints up0/1 
them, the more they ſtink and purrifte-in all fin; 
See an unworthy carriage in Hezekizh, thoug? 

for 'the main a good man, 2 Chron. 22d there 
you read of his recovery from deadly ficknef, ; 
and verſ{, 25. But Hezekiab rendred not aga'n 
according to the benefit done unto bim ;, for hk 
b:art was lifted up. His heart was nor litt up'in 
the wayes of God (as it 1s ſaid of Jehoſhaphet, 
2 Chron. x 7.6.) but in ſinful wayes, as pride, 
ſelt-conceit, &c. Therefore there was wrath ups; 


Þrm, ard npon Fudah and Jeruſalem ; and this' 


wrath had broken forch upon rhem,had they not 
humbled chemſelves,and with tears of contaution 
quenched thoſe flames, as you read v. 26, Th 
Devil himſelf (as the ſtory goes) whe he wasfic; } 
would be holy and turn Monk, but when he wag 
recovered, he was as tanch a Devilas before, [* 
THE grotat Damon, Monachui'tanc eſſe volth;F; 
Convalurt Damon, Dempn at ante fuit,* 


The Devit war fith, the Devil BYG&k woult by), 
The Devil was well, the Devil a Monk, was Be-\* - 
Fe bn Bir 
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Bury, O myibiriends; {er ws Ihongroppoſerre char "OY 
Stet; ne 4s #yaurdficknels,..l 
we be nat carthul,, either wicked Company,..ov, 


the-ca this Yorld, 'will fo0n-make us luke. 
warm 6r key-wold. Mechinks the mercy of. God, 
in vecqvenag 4s fhould mighzily; aft us. Ye 
reads. 345244146, 1.7, 13+ how [hey got Senb 
atan-advyailutage, and (paredi\bimiwhen hethad 
Epdeverto deſiay bim,whereupon. Saul lfe.uf 
hw: vaice 61 
bed, imnighty 
bicipariedyraien bo might Have deſtroyed ysg 
Qterze gripteusatthe heart that ever we offen+ 
dd{o.pootla God : And as the: Apolile ſpeaks, 
2 Gdr.6:4\; Shaf d; - the Members of Chrift, 
and make then Member rofian Honiet? God fory 
wt. Sorlewevcry gne which, Gad:hath, raiſed up 
again, ſay, Shall I take the wampbers of my -hodys 
pbrch Grivbadbddlidured: from granuver parngand 
zhup/ayr hes TH andrmickedve([s @r God forbsd 
ſhavid be hwilhewreach\ Methuinks the rememe 
brance-bfsrhe greet” painthktwenanderwent in 
Gaknedlinguid humbleusifor qur miſcarriagesall - 
the Uays.ofoun life aficr;Lam, 311 9,20. Rememe 
breng.twy\effi:ibihi >: my-miſer gythe/ormwoed ang 
vo Gall \ my ſaulbath then fell dwremembrance, 
nd 55 Humbledizums. Belides, are-not the works 
Af. God upon 14,7238 David, peaks Pſal. 56. 122 
-Sacuvamental; Wows, Perſonal. Vows $ Did we-npt 
epromiſeand'vay;,., That if God xeltored us, we 
«would. be more; holy and firift then ever ? Irs 
-beſt for us:co pay.our Vows, Deut.23.21. Ecel. 
"$-4,5- We are:perjur'd perſons 8& truce, breakers 


af wedonor.. | Deter nor. ro put into aKiqy what 
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God he nets plit into intention; Do as, | 
David did, when he was brought lon God helped, 
him, Pſal. 1 26;6: God delivered bis foul from: 
death, v. 8. Sce his reſolution, v. 9. Iwill walk; 
before the Lord in the land of the living... He'de 
voted -himfelf- rg iGod's Servicey' v.16; Truiyn 
O Lord, 1 amitby Servant, I ani thy Servakt 
., And he likewiſereſolved to pay-his Vows,v.1g; 
ſo'v. 18, ſolikewiſe Pſal. 66. 13,14, 7 will g 
 #nto thine houſe-with burnt-fferings * d wilt: pay 
" thee my Vows," which my lips beot 'witered, and, 
wy mouth hath ſpoken, whey 1 mas iy trouble. Let 
healch, trength, life, ſoul, and'body, the pro-! 
duds of Gods mercy be preſented tothis ſervice, 
Rom. 12, 1, end this with thar.advice whic!'1 
Chriſt gave t&vhit whom he cured; Fobs 5.145 | 
Behold, thou vt made whole 3, fu-no mere, left/# 
worſe thing comrumo thee. 07G 
' "3. Apply you ſelves to Gol in futurt flraits4| 
pray unto him; truſt in him.-a Thus did Davyd.! 
fſal.z26.2, Becauſe be hath-renclined bu car nd \ 
to me, therefore will 1 call xpon bim-a« loug a#{ 
live. Sov. 17, Iwilll call «pos the Name of th 
-Lord. So Pſ. 56.3. What time [ am afraid, J wi 
put my truſt inthee y for v.1 3. Thou haſt delave ri 
-ed my ſonl from death. — So PF:63.7; Thow hi; 
' been my help ; therefore in the ſhadow-of thy wings 
will ] vtjojce. See I Sam.1737,\(0::2:Cor-1.9, 
"T0. We bad the ſentence of death ({aich the A 
poſtle) #n our ſelves, that we ſhould uot rel 
our felves, but in God which raiſed the dead ; whe 
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« Mr. Rey- delivered us from fo great a death, and dath «6 
_ners P!Z- [;vers, 1# whom we truſt that be will yet delyx iy 
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w 1 of 
exp#gntec. Such then; whom God hath: reſto. 
reck to:lidalch,, when God: caſts them-again'into 
the Priſon of a ſick-bed, let them be ſill Priſe-, 
ners of Hope, as the expreſſion is, Zach; 9. 12. 
Sutfet not Faith to flag,and. Hope to hang wing. 
Lam:3:26c 1; 6 good:tbat a man ſhould' both hope 
axd yanently wait for the ſalvation of the Lord. 

. $7; Sympathize with others that are in miſery. 
If God: have had mercy on thee, go thou and have 
metey.on.athers. Be not ftiraitned in your bowels, 
as ſome inthe Church of Coriath were, . 2 Cor... 
6E2+, Qbcpity and: pray for ſuch as are tur lick 
nefiand-miſery, and dothen all offices of love 
an( kindneſs that may be, Nor only God calls 
farthis; . but the Law. of friendthip calls for it ; 
Jab 6: 14+ To.bim that 55 afflifted, pity ſhowld be 
{b#ed from bus friend. Bur yer Fob's friends 
dealt yery unfriendly; with him, as you may ſee 
41:15: whom he compares to a Brook , which in 
opts: weather, when people have leaſt need of 
water,promiſerh refreſhment, bur in cold; weg- 
ther is frozen up, agd.in hot weather is become 
dry g 1 that he weary Travellers fall ſhort of 
their/ expectation : $0. you may find. him-com- 


' 'plaiuing how he was forſaken of all Relations, 


Job 19.2, &c- inſomuch that he begs their piry 
: upon the account of, friendſhip, v. 21. Have pi- 
4y upon me, bave pity upon me, O ye'my Prignds, 
for the hand of Ged bath zoughed me : here 1s ano- 
her Argument, for af you touch or ſtrike upon 
the ſtring of an Inſtrument, other ſtrings move 
$00 : When God firikes another with fickneſs, 
we opt ſelves ſhould be moved with compaſſion 
- _ 
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callkf6r yourhtly; Fof.10:6, Alloany;. | 
Afthe Barher 5/erjry LE Zi 's fores;lu@hos al } 
crvari# ova, fo'many fotetplo:many moathwtal; | 
ling for therich manshetp, *'Yea, chodghitheir | - 
be thetrreneinies,youi ſhould firy chonk Dual | 


did, Pſa/)35,11; 12x 9,34 Fhouphtoogpathd | 
on beak bo ke have) - De rein | 
the hand and 'mouchg'4help- chemwprl your | 
counſels and prayers, and purſes'roo,” 1iSipamp ub. 
per compaſſionem dvivat at Yarga mins wifbas: 

* doloris ofitidat,” What the!pvod Sumaraandid,, 
Lak, 10:30, &c, By which paſſagetolfSowioud: 
would” teach us to havepiry on thoſsjgowhehier 
friendsor enemies;acquiinrance or Remizers thiat | 
Kand'inneed of. outhiUlp,-2. 37.) GIrkbdw: amd: . 
do Wktwiſt.' The Greek'word {myuoei,? duh: 
fignifies Als,  cores' from the©-; that Haw}: 

A Pity Alms ſhould be a ftajb of pityy (ÞFobige 7 

Ty x 7, If fouwho havekitowh whate6is'to lit ww 

= der fieknefs do notpayp ſuch folk, 'whoſhould? 

if yowds not, who'willÞ>1'5' ©; 1imon gets |, 
© 5," Laſtly, Give God the ſole prajelef ally, | 

Ter him have the glor#off the cure, :for th himix © 

belonss, and it is a pitee offactifedgerdyob god \,* 

of his due. We ſhould: not give,” nor:dwuld N 

any man take to himſelf the glory .6f. wenre,, | 

Neither Peter nor Joby," At. 3, 12: Paw-gor 

Batmabu, AR, x4:17; 5 durit takevorhem- | 

ſelves the glory of a cavedEvery Phylicianyhonltl |, 

fay avthe King of Towel in"another-caſs ſfaid'to - 
the Woman crying out t6Himifor help; '2/King. | 

:6:26,27.1f the Lord d wot help thee,whinct ſhall 

4 betji thet ? The beſk Pliykitians can-go nothing | 
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% | *Btofind our che gualicy.ofche Diſtsroperand 
; | 2pply;furablemeanns bur from the: God of: Wile 


 maxner of 
' went, and they draw near to the feexef Heath > 
< ther they cry unto the Lord in their trouble - be 
Javath thens out of their diſtreſs : be ſent bus Word 
and healed them, and deltvered them” from ther 
defiyittions, It follows, v.21, O'that min would 
praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for bis Won 
derful workFto the children of men! _ 
Queſt, But may we not thank cur Phyſitian 2: | 
Anjſw, Yes, and you are-too blame if. you do: not. 
Ingratirude 1s an odjous fin, -Gen. 49. 2 3.'compatred + 
with Gen-41- 9. Ir is one of the fins:that makes the 
+. laſt times fo periilous, 2 Tim. 3. 2. * The Heatlien 
* thought you couldnor give a mana More odious ti- 
tle then to call him ungrareful, (C Ingratum fi dixeris 
.omnia_) as though it was a compendium of al vicesz 
and ingeed iris a decompounded lin. Ahaſueruswas 
$00 klame ro foigert loyal-hearted Mordecai ſolong, 
.( who had been a means to ſave his liſe )) ill ir was 
almoſiroolate ro remember him;He was to be com- 
mended for conferring civil dignities vpon himafter- 
waids,..as you read he did £fth. 6. Leriſuch as are 
unthankful ro Phyfitians, and to ſuch as are a means 
to ſave their lives from deſtruction, goto School ro 
.thoſe Barbarians, Atts'28. 8, 9, 10. from whom they 
may learnietlons of Civility ; They konowred Saint 
Panl ( who healed many among{t them of.:many 
Diſeaſes ) with many hanours z .aud when he with the 
reſt of his gompany departed, they laded thers with - 
ſuch things as were zeceſſary. Well then, you _y 
a: 
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Jooks the ſopream. eff ie. Th 6Y are F 
apdetand/ reſpected for theit pains/and'cate 
4+. ;4* wu wag a 4 3þ- 


ptaiſc of all, as rhe Angels forie,, 

Glory be to Ged on hjgb, Luk. 2.14, 

aft ha Mt us, Mar- 6 :13- For thing. 

© "6.8. 5 !ngaot be Power, and the Giorp I 

"eyes etnen,, Oman in the Goſpel cured of! 

me Dittemper, caliefl by che Greeks inwngosIorovOr, 

God, as.you may real Luke 13,13. There: 
pers thar lift up their vo ces, and ſaid: 

44 have wth on 9, Luk. 17.13. Yerhe, 

2, ur one of rhem that turne 
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© grateful "hot in-fickneſs pray for mercy, 
WW grattanum atia pro accepteillius 
= Devr7.was much in praiſing God fef 
genin f ompdeadly dangers, as the Pſalm 
WFP/a.;0.1,3,4 &86.:2,13. &103 3.& 104; 
© 3 £6.6,12,77. & 118.14... 146. v. 1, 2. SO He> 
etrab "being. recovered, pers a Sonz of Thank) - 
givmg, Jſa. 38. 9,gc.' Oh my beloved extiaord » 
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"ary _metcies call for more then ordinary thank, 
Exed.12.42. Communicate your expe:iences, Pſal, i 
66.16, Tcl] orhers of the cures God hath wrough!':;, 
-Zoh..$.1 52 A61 


2, _ YPYlal.r6.94lpr your glory ſing praiſe to God, andn,t 
2 #X :be:filents Bik30-12. Wherein 15 your tongue a gle+ 
+ ay: noriantertring forth the glory of God? lerd 
- allgidttharDoxv/ogy of the Apoſtle, 1 Tim: 1.11, 

br - Wy nnge tbe King Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible, t x 

| » 1 PEG, be honour and glory for ever and eve 
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7.5.19, The tongue 1s called our ;glor-, * 


